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1 | INTRODUCTION

After the Russian Federation started the military attack and aggressive war against Ukraine on February 24 2022,
the rules-based world order has experienced unprecedented threats on its values, where the prohibition of use of
force, human rights, democracy, and rule of law are key principles and are deemed to be adhered to worldwide. For
Europe, this is the biggest war the continent faces after the Second World War, leading to the principal unity of all
democratic European states concerning the assistance for Ukraine during the war time. At the same time, it is
showing the weaknesses of global and regional cooperation fora and highlighting the need for a new concept for the
post-war international order, where the regional dimensions will play the crucial role. This task requires the reconsid-
eration of Ukraine's role on regional and global maps as the key factor for ensuring peace, security, and economic
stability. Ukraine changed recently its position from a ‘decision-taker’ on international processes to a decision-
maker, since the Ukrainian peace formula is on the negotiation table as a model for the post-war regulation in many
countries worldwide. Recent security initiatives with reviving the idea of Lublin Triangle focusing on deepening
cooperation between Poland, Lithuania, and Ukraine, are facing aggressive threats while the political influence and
potential of Ukraine as a regional political actor are growing.

Geographically, Ukraine is situated at a major crossroad, where two great geopolitical projects collide: the
European integration versus Russia's efforts to hold into its sphere of influence over the former Soviet republics
(Gladysh et al., 2020; Simionov & Pascariu, 2017). Under these circumstances, Ukrianian society has been split
between the two geopolitical choices, and since the fall of the Soviet Union has tried to balance both projects to
their own national interests (Korosteleva, 2010; Moga et al., 2021; Nitoiu & Simionov, 2022). As such, both the EU
(along with the United States) and Russia continue to play critical roles in Ukraine's evolution and development.
Stacked between such powerful external actors, the post-Soviet states have primarily developed multi-vector foreign
policies (Gnedina, 2015). This implies building friendly relations with various external actors, and successfully manag-
ing the neighborhood (Dentinho, 2020; Malskyy et al., 2020; Pascariu et al., 2020) while ensuring none of these
bilateral ties antagonizes the other external actors. For example, Ukraine has, more or less successfully managed to
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balance, through its multi-vector approach, the interests of the West and Russia up until 2013, when it was forced
by Moscow and Brussels to choose one of the two mutually exclusive integration projects (Rouet & Pascariu, 2019).
Not being able to balance between the EU and Russia put Kyiv in a position of deep vulnerability, which eventually
led to the Ukraine crisis in 2014. Since then, however, states such as Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia have abandoned
the idea of multi-vector foreign policy and embraced the need to becoming integral actors in the liberal world order.
At the same time, Russia's reactions to this this clear geopolitical orientation became increasingly aggressive towards
the young republics, from economic threats and energy blackmail of Moldova to full-blown war in Ukraine. However,
Russia's war in Ukraine is seen as ‘a landmark in the consolidation of Ukraine as a sovereign nation’ (Borell, 2022)
that has only strengthened Ukrainian identity (Tharoor, 2022), thus further uniting ‘Ukrainian citizens from all regions
and linguistic and religious backgrounds while reinforcing the split between Ukrainian and Russian identities’
(Mankoff, 2022). Furthermore, as most threats often unite societies against it, Russia's war against Ukraine has
unwillingly managed to unite Europeans and to strengthened their support for the EU, as well as to bring Ukriane
even closer to the EU's orbit (Antonyuk & Krayevska, 2019; Petrov & Holovko-Havrysheva, 2021).

From a territorial perspective, the regional development of Ukraine reflects important disparities, affecting the
overall development of the economy. The capital Kyiv alone provides 24% of the country's gross domestic product
(GDP) (2020) and represents, according to the official statistical data of Ukraine, over 30% of capital investments.
Also, almost 60% of the total gross domestic product comes from the capital city and the first six regions/oblasts out
of the 24: Dnipropetrovsk, Kharkiv, Kyiv, Lviv, Odessa, and Donetsk. Even before the start of the war, Ukraine faced
difficulties in the regional convergence, with the regions being characterized by important structural disparities in
terms of competitiveness, resource productivity, specialization patterns, and human capital development. Regional
policy remained strongly centralized, despite a process of decentralization and strengthening of self-governance
intensified after 2014 in a favorable context generated by the European Neighborhood Policy and the Eastern
Partnership (Antonyuk & Krayevska, 2019; Socoliuc & Maha, 2019).

The war brings new realities, with a considerable long-term impact from the point of view of the unbalanced
territorial development of Ukraine and the regional decentralization. Currently, the governance priorities at
national, regional, and local levels are focused on ensuring the security (energy, food, health) of the population,
on reducing the loss of human lives, and on protecting people and vulnerable social groups. However, the post-war
(re)construction of Ukraine has to begin now and has to be based on a deep understanding of the territorial realities,
as well as on the perceptions and approaches of the Ukrainian stakeholders about the regional development in
perspective (Nijkamp et al., 2022; Simionov et al., 2021).

This special issue seeks to contribute to this knowledge and to take a step forward in supporting this
(re)construction process today, thus it contains contributions that deal with political dimension of the war against
Ukraine in the region and its economic implications, mainly focusing on the regional development consequences and
the recovery strategies. The volume brings 11 papers, focused on empirical researches on various topics related with
the future developments in Ukraine (territorial impact of the war, perceptions studies, sustainable development,
regional development, and policies, identity issues, human capital, etc.), with high relevance for evidence-based
policies, but also with important methodological contributions.

The input-output analysis is suggested by the research team of Eduardo A. Haddad (Universidade de Sao
Paulo, Brazil; University of Rabatt, Morocco), Indcio F. Aratjo, Ademir Rocha, and Karina Simone Sass (Universidade
de Sao Paulo, Brazil) to be used to assess the internal territorial impact of the war, and thus to develop a
region-tailored post-war recovery strategy, offering a perspective for progress and economic development in
Ukraine and beyond its border. Clara Maathuis (Open University, the Netherlands) and independent researcher
Iddo Kerkhof (the Netherlands) point out the impact of social media in the war of Russia against Ukraine from the
perspective of using conventional and unconventional means of communication on different types of war
battlefields, this being the virtual component in such areas. New methodological approaches bring important
added value from fundamental research perspectives: Data science, machine learning models, social media

analysis, and sentiment analysis.
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The regional science perspective on knowledge needs for recovery strategies for Ukrainian spatial economy
is presented by Gabriela Carmen Pascariu (Alexandru loan Cuza University of lasi, Romania), Peter Nijkamp, and
Karima Kourtit (Open University, the Netherlands) with the acknowledgement of the importance of mutual
regional cooperation between Ukraine and neighboring countries such as Romania and Poland, and reliable finan-
cial and human capital development mechanisms to back up the regional recovery needs in short- and long-term
perspectives. Based on surveys and Q-analysis methods, the paper provides a road map with concrete proposals
for research, education, and training in regional science in a strategic perspective of the post-war recovery, and
sustainable and resilient development. Olha Hrynkevych (lvan Franko National University of Lviv, Ukraine), Olha
Levytska, and lhor Baranyak (M. Dolishniy Institute of Regional Research, National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine, Ukraine) also proposed a paper focused on the regional need for training in human resources, addressing
the war implications on the regional level from the human resources perspective. Modern approaches to
Ukraine's regional development management are explored in the contribution of Oksana Hnatkovych,
Iryna Yasinovska, Sofia Smolinska (lvan Franko National University of Lviv, Ukraine), and Valentyn Smolinskyy
(Lviv National Agrarian University, Ukraine).

The sustainable development challenges in Ukraine are targeted by three papers. Melania-Gabriela Ciot
(Babes-Bolyai University, Romania), while researching the war influence on the EU Green Deal Policy in Eastern and
South-Eastern EU Member States, argues that its efficiency is closely interlinked with security threats in the region.
The Ukrainian perspective on greening the economy is addressed by lhor Nazarkevych and Olga Sych (lvan Franko
National University of Lviv, Ukraine), who suggests changes to the national taxation policy, where this taxation policy
needs to find the necessary balance between the economic impacts of the war and the alignment of Ukrainian
taxation policy to the EU-based rules and principles, especially while introducing environmental taxes. A further
contribution by Iryna Pasinovych and Galyna Myskiv (Lviv National Polytechnic University, Ukraine) offers a
micro-level perspective on the economic and social development strategies for the post-war economy in Ukraine
and highlights the role of socially responsible businesses, both in the recovery plans and in the fulfilment of the
Sustainable Development Goals in post-war Ukraine.

While the war causes mass movements of Ukrainian population across the borders, including the EU, Maciej
Duszczyk, Agata Gorny, Pawet Kaczmarczyk (University of Warsaw, Poland), and Andrzej Kubisiak (Polish Economic
Institute, Poland) offer some solutions for migration-related aspects, addressing the situation of Ukrainian citizens
in Poland, both to Polish authorities and EU institutions, with respect to the labor market access and access to
education. From the perspective of the Eastern European countries, Loredana Maria Simionov (Alexandru loan
Cuza University of lasi, Romania) focuses her research on the attitudes of Moldovans concerning the alignment
toward the European identity markers and values from the perspective of the EU candidate country with a frozen
conflict on its territory and the impact of the Russian aggressive war against Ukraine on the position of the
Moldovan population. Finally, the discourse on the war against Ukraine in creating and sharing the Kremlin's
narratives as a tool for the legitimization of its war on Ukraine and the manipulation of citizens' minds in both
countries, is addressed in the paper of Olga Brusylovska and Irina Maksymenko (Odessa Mechnikov State
University, Ukraine). The authors analyze six main narratives in Russian media and highlight the role of media as
a warfare instrument with huge destroying potential in Russian current geopolitically reasoned regionalization and
reterritorializing policy towards Ukraine.

In summary, even if, as a country and its power to resist to the aggression Ukraine is on the news and political
cooperation agenda now, its history, culture and mindset, society, and economy remains an unknown and undi-
scovered place, including in Europe. One of the reasons for this state of the arts is very often connected to its his-
tory, where the lack of independence and thus, lack of the statehood, marks the development of the biggest country
in Eastern Europe from the medieval times to the modernity. Being always a contested territory, its geographical
location became the place for hard fights during the 19th and 20th centuries and turned to the current critical
challeges. The peaceful dissolution of the Soviet Union and thus, peaceful appearance of Ukraine as an independent

state on the international arena, supported the principles of the interstate cooperation based on the recognition of
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the validity of international law and the prohibition of use of force. Nevertheless, in the 21st century Ukrainian
territory becomes again bloodland because of the aggressive practices in the international relations and the wrong
understanding of Ukraine and its culture with a strong will for independence.

By addressing this variety of topics in discussing Ukraine in the new political reality and the impact of war on
the regional development, this volume contributes to shaping both policy implications and academic debate on
regional development in the times of war and in the post-war period, offering solutions and ideas for shaping the
regional policy discourses in external and internal dimensions for scholars, policy makers, administration, civil society,
media, and political analysts.

Thanks to the hard work of our contributors, this RSPP special issue offers a look into the most recent develop-
ments in Ukraine and addresses the implications the war brings to the country itself, to Europe and out the
European region. Special gratitude goes to the reviewers of this volume for their valuable efforts to comment
thoughtfully on the contributions and exchange suggestions with authors, leading to the improvement of the
academic quality of their papers and helping to shape the debates in the area of regional sciences and regional
development.
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