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Ukraine. The key aspects of providing assistance and support to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine 
(hereafter OCU) and Ukrainian Orthodox Church (Hereafter UOC) for both the military and the 
civilian population were analyzed. Differences in the provision of aid between the Orthodox 
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food and clothing. The areas of activity and the common and distinctive features of the work of 
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the end of summer, are still in the territories where the fiercest fighting is going on battles. 
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Introduction    

Russia's military invasion of the entire territory of Ukraine, which has been taking place 

since the end of February 2022, has become the basis for fundamental and deep upheavals and 

transformations in Ukrainian society. This is due to the fact that after the end of the Second World 

War, there were no military conflicts and disputes on the territory of our country. Undoubtedly, 

the annexation of Crimea and the temporarily occupied territories of the Donetsk and Luhansk 

regions became a catalyst for a full-scale war, which affected the worldview and value 

orientations, and principles of virtually every Ukrainian. The activities of religious organizations 

are no exception to this. 

Although according to the Constitution of Ukraine, religion is separated from the state, the 

religious organizations of our country respond to certain social requests or problems. This also 
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applies to Orthodox denominations, in particular, the largest in our territory. It was their reaction, 

help, and support in the conditions of a full-scale war that became the subject of the proposed 

article. 

 

The Reaction of the UOC and OCU to Russia's Military Invasion of Ukraine: From Calls to Action 
Immediately on the first day, the heads of both Orthodox churches unequivocally and 

unanimously expressed that Russia had unleashed war and called to defend the Ukrainian land, 

relatives, and friends. In particular, Metropolitan Onufriy, the Primate emphasized: 

Most regrettably, Russia has begun military action against Ukraine, and in this fateful time, 
I urge you not to panic, to be courageous, and to show love for your homeland and for one 
another. I urge you, first of all, to intensify repentant prayer for Ukraine, for our army and 
our people, to forget mutual quarrels and misunderstandings, and to unite in love for God 
and our homeland. At this tragic time, we offer special love and support to our soldiers 
who stand guard and protect and defend our land and our people. May God bless and 
protect them!1 

 
At the same time, Metropolitan Epiphanius, the head of the OCU called:  
 

Our common mission is to repel the enemy, to protect our homeland, our future, and the 
future of the new generations from the tyranny that the attacker seeks to bring with his 
bayonets. The truth is on our side. Therefore, the enemy, with the help of God and with 
the support of the whole civilized world, will be defeated. Our task now is to unite, to 
withstand the first blow, not to panic. We believe in God’s providence and the victory of 
truth. We trust our Armed Forces, our defenders. We pray for all those who are on the front 
line of the fight against the attacker. It is extremely important not to succumb to possible 
internal challenges, to maintain order, to carry out the orders of the state and military 
authorities of Ukraine.2 

 
Why do we see similar words and appeals at this moment? In our opinion, the answer is 

the right words of Natalia Ishchuk: “However, the homeland of Ukrainians is not an empire, but a 

home, a common home for all who live here, regardless of ethnicity, race, and religion. We do not 

1 Appeal of His Beatitude Metropolitan of Kyiv and All Ukraine Onufriy to the faithful and the citizens of Ukraine, 
Синодальний інформаційно-просвітницький відділ УПЦ, https://news.church.ua/2022/02/27/appeal-beatitude-
metropolitan-kyiv-ukraine-onufriy-faithful-citizens-ukraine/?lang=en Accessed 10.08.2022. 
2 Звернення Митрополита Епіфанія з приводу нападу на Україну [Address of Metropolitan Epiphanius regarding 
the attack on Ukraine UA/EN/GR], Православна церква України, https://www.pomisna.info/uk/vsi-
novyny/zvernennya-mytropolyta-epifaniya-z-pryvodu-napadu-na-ukrayinu/ Accessed 11.08.2022. 
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want other people’s lands and shrines. And the main criterion of Ukrainianness is the readiness to 

love Ukraine and create certain things for its benefit.”3 

However, despite the commonality of statements and messages regarding the reaction of 

the faithful of both churches to the beginning of Russia's full-scale war against Ukraine, mass 

transfers of UOC parishes to the OCU began to take place. This is due to the fact that the head of 

the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Kirill, did not condemn Vladimir Putin, but on the 

contrary called for God's blessing on the military who are participating in the war against Ukraine. 

This was immediately reflected in the results of sociological surveys that took place in the spring 

of 2022. 

For example, on March 8-9, 2022, the Rating Sociological Group conducted a survey of 

the population of Ukraine under the age of 18 and older in all regions, except for the temporarily 

occupied territories of Crimea and Donbas. The sample is representative by age, sex, and type of 

settlement. Sample population: 1,200 respondents. The survey method is a telephone interview 

using a computer. With a 95% confidence level, the study’s representativeness error is not more 

than 2.8%. According to the survey, 63% of respondents support the idea of breaking ties between 

the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the Russian Orthodox Church (hereafter ROC). Only 10% do 

not support this proposal, another 18% said they did not care, and 9% could not answer this 

question. It is notable that among the believers of the UOC, more than half also support the 

severance of ties with the ROC; a quarter say that they do not care, and only 13% of them are 

against the division.4 

 And also, on April 6, 2022, the Rating Sociological Group conducted the Eighth National 

Survey “Ukraine in the Conditions of War.” The results of the poll showed that support for the 

idea of breaking ties between the UOC and the ROC is growing. If at the beginning of March this 

opinion was supported by 63%, then at the beginning of April the number reached 74% and was 

completely rejected only by 7%. It is important to note that half of the respondents (51%) give the 

state the right to permanently ban the activities of the UOC on the territory of Ukraine (the ban is 

supported by two-thirds of the respondents from the west and only by 29% from the east). At the 

3 N. Ishchuk, "Ukraine: Experience of War," Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe, 2022, Vol. 42 : Iss. 
4 , Article 2, р.V. 
4  Оцінка ситуації в Україні (8 – 9 березня 2022). [Assessment of the situation in Ukraine (March 8-9, 2022), 
Соціологічна група «Рейтинг»,  https://ratinggroup.ua/research/ukraine/ocenka_situacii_v_ukraine_8-
9_marta_2022.html Accessed 15.08.2022. 
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same time, 21% support the denial of benefits and the abolition of leases of church buildings. On 

the other hand, 20% are in favor of the non-interference of the Ukrainian state in the affairs of the 

church, most of them in the east (35%) and south (25%).5 Thus, in addition to the fanatical 

supporters of V. Putin and Patriarch Kirill, who are convinced of the incapacity of the Ukrainian 

state and that the OCU is from the devil and not from God, many UOC believers are law-abiding 

citizens of Ukraine and must be worked with consistently and purposefully. 

Consequently, both Orthodox churches, in addition to spiritual support, prayers for the 

defenders of Ukraine, constantly provide this or that material assistance to various groups of the 

population. Let us further consider specifically the features of the social mission of the two key 

Orthodox churches in the context of a full-scale war between Russia and Ukraine. 

 

The Specificity of the Social Mission of the UOC in Wartime  

Responding to the call of Metropolitan Onufriy, from the first day of the military invasion 

of Russian troops on the territory of our sovereign and independent State, the hierarchs, clergy, 

and believers also condemned this military aggression and called for an end to the bloodshed. The 

voice of Ukrainian Orthodox Church, unfortunately, remained unheard. Fourteen out of 53 

dioceses of this Church are particularly affected by hostilities, more than 80 churches have been 

destroyed, and priests, monks, and believers of the Church have been killed. In addition to 

increased prayer for peace in Ukraine, shelters from shelling and bombing were arranged in 

churches and holy monasteries from the first days of the war. The Church joined not only the 

protection of the Motherland, but also comprehensive assistance to Ukrainian military personnel, 

hospitals, civilians, refugees, and all those in need. 

Two main areas of assistance can be distinguished:  

 for the military; 

 for the ordinary citizens. 

Military ammunition worth one and a half million hryvnias was handed over to the Armed 

Forces of Ukraine. Twenty cars were purchased. About 190 tons of humanitarian aid was handed 

5 Восьме загальнонаціональне опитування: Україна в умовах війни (6 квітня 2022) [Eighth nationwide poll: 
Ukraine during the war (April 6, 2022)] Соціологічна група «Рейтинг»,  
https://ratinggroup.ua/research/ukraine/vosmoy_obschenacionalnyy_opros_ukraina_v_usloviyah_voyny_6_aprelya_
2022.html Accessed 18.08.2022. 
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over to military personnel and their families. Territorial defense units receive various assistance. 

Quite naturally, the question may arise as to why the church so zealously began to help the 

military, even by purchasing weapons and military vehicles? Let's dwell on this more specifically. 

On the one hand, general religious thinking is evolving towards pacifism/dissociation from 

the ethics of war. This means that generalized modern religion as a synonym for social morality 

departs from the militancy of archaic mythologies and religions. The majority of modern religious 

doctrines declare their peaceful essence, and religions/confessions that openly express their 

commitment to war seem, rather, to be phenomena of the past in the "Euro-Atlantic discourse." 

There are relatively few religious teachings that (at least declaratively) tried to be outside the 

paradigms of war and peace altogether. 

At the same time, both in pre-antique mythologies, and in the religions of antiquity, and in 

the monotheistic religions that succeeded them, the theme of war, in particular just or even 

sacralized war, remains one of the important concepts. Even "peaceful" religious teachings as tools 

of social influence served (and serve) to sacralize wars, capable of mobilizing societies to armed 

conflicts. The blessing of the warring parties, which was carried out by representatives of religious 

cults, was perceived ambivalently: some saw in it only a request for supernatural protection from 

possible death, others the legitimization of military actions, recognition of their necessity and 

justice. 

The formation of the so-called political religions with cults of 

leaders/parties/states/national communities, corresponding rituals, ideological and political 

principles instead of moral norms further contributed to militarization and justified wars. The 

religiosity of a person who fights had and has very different forms and motives. The actions of 

religious organizations/confessions/churches in wartime conditions were also different: in some 

cases they were non-conformist and corresponded only to the principles of faith; in others, they 

reflected the general principles of adaptation, mimicry of the survival of social structures in 

extreme contexts, but quite often combined conformism with non-conformism. The approach to 

wars in religious institutions was socially differentiated and dynamic. In some cases, the church 

hierarchy reacted to extreme challenges in the same way as lower clergy and laity, in others each 

level had its own reaction to the situation, and its own ideas about how to behave in extreme 

conditions. 
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At the level of individual homo religiosus, the situation is even more complicated, because 

individual psychological mechanisms and subjective concepts of faith, conscience, and morality 

came into play. Sometimes soldiers who considered themselves believers/religious could 

fanatically hate, dehumanize and mercilessly destroy others, become war criminals and not see the 

paradox in this. They often sought (and found) justification for their actions in canonical religious 

texts, which they interpreted accordingly. Those who performed sacred functions followed, 

depending on individual choice, different strategies: they distanced themselves from the 

radicalism of the warriors, or, on the contrary, shared a radical approach. The motives of modern 

neo-religions, whose charismatic leaders often push their followers to radical actions in the name 

of their ideas, remain different. In general, political ideologies can receive a religious basis, and 

religious traditions can be politicized or ideologized. In some ways, this is natural: they are part 

of a changing historical context that influences or puts pressure on religious consciousness, 

although certain global values must remain unchanged. After all, in the age of post-truth, hybrid 

ideologies and technologies, even peace can become a hidden weapon of war.6 

However, in this case, Ukraine defends its independence and territorial integrity. The war 

waged by Ukraine is not an aggressive one, but a defensive one, and that is why the ideology here 

is not based on cruelty, but on preserving the most valuable and precious thing that is for a 

Ukrainian and a person in general. Accordingly, not to pick up a weapon, not to protect your 

family, friends, and relatives means dooming them to death. Therefore, the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church in particular provides comprehensive assistance to the military, from the purchase of 

weapons, military equipment to basic necessities, clothing, food, and water. 

In regard to the second vector, namely aid to the civilian population, then during the first 

three months of the war, the dioceses of this Church provided assistance to the citizens of Ukraine 

on an ongoing basis. In particular, more than 13,000 displaced people were accommodated in 

churches and monasteries. Every day, Orthodox volunteers fed almost 6,000 people, and more 

than 2,000 people received humanitarian aid. About 1,500 tons of humanitarian aid were 

distributed to the victims. About 126 tons of humanitarian aid was given to orphanages, hospitals, 

social protection departments, humanitarian centers, and refugee shelters through the efforts of 

6 Р. Голик, Віpа як зброя: війна та релігія в культурній пам’яті ХХ – початку ХХІ ст. [Religion as a weapon: war 
and religion in the cultural memory of the 20th and early 21st centuries.], Науковий щорічник “Історія релігій в 
Україні”, 2022, Том 1 № 32: 61. 
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clergy and believers from all dioceses. In addition, clergy, students of theological schools, and lay 

people regularly donate blood for the wounded and injured. In addition, through UOC, Ukrainian 

parishes abroad and Local Orthodox Churches, which have sent dozens of tons of aid to UOC 

dioceses, also join. And this is far from all the help that the Ukrainian Orthodox Church has been 

providing every day for half of the year to our defenders and injured civilians. 

It should also be noted separately about assistance measures in various dioceses of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church. For example:  

 In Poltava Oblast, volunteers of the "Blago" center visited a center for children with 

special needs in the village of Mykhailivka, which also houses refugees from war zones. 

Humanitarian aid in the form of food and clothing was provided to those in need. Also, the priest 

spoke with all those who wished on spiritual topics, and the volunteers spent time with the 

children. 

 The Cherkasy Diocese, with the financial support of the "Good Deeds" charity 

fund, provided humanitarian aid in the form of food, clothing, hygiene products for babies and 

other essential items to the forcibly displaced persons living in Cherkasy. Hospitals, the needy, 

and monasteries of the Cherkasy region also received humanitarian aid from the diocese. 

 In the Voznesensk Diocese, the clergy and parishioners of the Voznesensk 

Cathedral together with the Johanniter Social Foundation provided humanitarian aid to internally 

displaced persons. Charitable assistance was also provided to the city's social institutions and 

animal shelters. 

 The abbot and parishioners of Mykolaiv Cathedral Berdychev once again handed 

over to the Central Humanitarian Headquarters of the city charitable aid in the form of food and 

clothing for the soldiers of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and those who suffered as a result of the 

Russian invasion. Also, believers transferred 7,000 hryvnias for the needs of the defenders of 

Ukraine.7 

Βesides, as a result of the active position of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church during the 

full-scale war, the Council in Theophania was held in May 2022, which in particular noted that  

7 У єпархіях УПЦ надають допомогу військовим ЗСУ, медикам та біженцям [In the dioceses of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, they provide assistance to military personnel, medics, and refugees], Взгляд онлайн, 
https://vz.ua/news/77062-u-yeparkhiyakh-upts-nadayut-dopomogu-viyskovim-zsu-medikam-ta-bizhentsyam 
Accessed 20.08.2022. 
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Recently, a new pastoral challenge that is particularly acute for our Church has presented itself. 

During the three months of the conflict, more than six million Ukrainian citizens were forced to 

flee abroad. The Ukrainians mostly hail from the southern, eastern and central regions of Ukraine. 

Many of them are Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) faithful. That is why the Kyiv Metropolia 

of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church has received numerous appeals from the Ukrainian refugees 

currently residing in various countries with requests that Ukrainian Orthodox parishes be 

established. It is also obvious that many of our compatriots will return to their homeland, but many 

will become permanent residents in their chosen countries abroad. In this regard, the Council 

expresses its deep conviction that the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) cannot leave its faithful 

without spiritual and pastoral care, and must be together with them during their current trials and 

tribulations, and so must help organize Ukrainian Church communities in the diaspora. It is 

necessary to further develop the mission abroad among Orthodox Ukrainians in order to preserve 

their faith, culture, language and Orthodox identity.8 

It is also important to note that the UOC also helps Ukrainian refugees, both materially and 

spiritually. In particular, parishes were formed in Germany, Poland, Spain, and Italy. As a result, 

at the end of June, the head of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate, 

Metropolitan Onufriy (Berezovsky), appealed to the head of the State Border Service of Ukraine 

with a request to allow five hierarchs of the denomination to leave Ukraine to organize parishes 

for Ukrainian refugees. This is stated in the letter of Metropolitan Onufriy addressed to the head 

of the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine (Ukr. Derzhavna prykordonna sluzhba Ukrainy – 

DPSU), General Serhii Deineko. In particular, the head of the UOC asks to allow the UOC head 

of affairs Metropolitan Antony (Pakanych) of Boryspil and Brovarsky, one of the most pro-

Russian figures of the UOC, to leave.9 

However, despite such a powerful and real participation of the Church in overcoming the 

war, religious enmity towards the Ukrainian Orthodox Church increased in society. 

Representatives of other denominations, individual deputies, and civil servants, abusing their 

8 Resolutions of the Council of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of May 27, 2022, Synodal information and educational 
Department of the UOC, https://news.church.ua/2022/05/28/resolutions-council-ukrainian-orthodox-church-may-27-
2022/?lang=en  Accessed 20.08.2022.  
9УПЦ МП попросила Прикордонну службу дозволити виїзд єпископів – для створення парафій за кордоном 
(документ) [UPC MP asked the Border Service to allow the departure of bishops - to create parishes abroad 
(document)], Лівий берег, https://lb.ua/society/2022/08/11/525889_upts_mp_poprosila_prikordonnu_sluzhbu.html  
Accessed 12.08.2022. 

OCCASIONAL PAPERS ON RELIGION IN EASTERN EUROPE, XLIII, 2 (February 2023) 8

https://news.church.ua/2022/05/28/resolutions-council-ukrainian-orthodox-church-may-27-2022/?lang=en
https://news.church.ua/2022/05/28/resolutions-council-ukrainian-orthodox-church-may-27-2022/?lang=en


power and official position, make illegal and unfounded accusations against Church. However, 

such biased statements – built on emotions, not arguments – serve as the basis for political slogans 

regarding the prohibition of the activities of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.10 

The activities of the UOC in Ukraine require a thorough review in order to eliminate 

contradictions related to state interests. The post-religious influence of the UOC against the 

background of the ideological confrontation between the Russian and Ukrainian worldview 

systems is carried out within the framework of the Russian-Ukrainian information war. The facts 

of the collaborationism of the priests of the Moscow Patriarchate in Ukraine contradict the official 

position of the church, which condemns the war. Statements of condemnation and requests to stop 

the war, compared with cases of cooperation with the occupiers, are not enough to offset the 

destructive influence that Moscow patronage has.11 

 

The Social Mission of the OCU in Wartime: Specifics of Its Realization 

  As emphasized by Roman Kholodov, head of social mission at OCU: 
 
We immediately started evacuating the children. The first evacuation was from the Institute 
of Neurosurgery, we took a sick girl to Rivne who had undergone a very difficult operation. 
The girl's mother cried when we crashed into the column of our military equipment. But 
we got there, and on the same day we returned to Kyiv and transported two more seriously 
ill children from the Obolon hospital. We plan the help agenda late in the evening. We 
analyze applications for transportation. Let's see what the evacuation routes are. But the 
safest form of transport is the railway. We mainly take them to villages, because it is not 
possible to lower the lying ones into bomb shelters. On one day, all seriously ill children 
were taken from the orphanage in two of our boards (reanimobiles of the OCU). Another 
day, a girl with severe oncology was taken to the train from Stavysh. Spain takes her for 
treatment. It is 130 kilometers from Kyiv. An oxygen-dependent child was transported 
from Demydov, where there were battles. Due to enemy shelling, there was no electricity 
and the oxygen concentrator either did not work or worked with severe interruptions. We 

10 Слово Блаженнішого Митрополита Київського і всієї України Онуфрія на відкритті зібрання єпископів, 
священиків, монахів та мирян Української Православної Церкви [Speech of His Beatitude Metropolitan 
Onuphrius of Kyiv and All Ukraine at the opening of the meeting of bishops, priests, monks and laity of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church], Синодальний інформаційно-просвітницький відділ УПЦ, 
https://news.church.ua/2022/05/27/slovo-blazhennishogo-mitropolita-kijivskogo-i-vsijeji-ukrajini-onufriya-na-
vidkritti-zibrannya-jepiskopiv-svyashhenikiv-monaxiv-ta-miryan-ukrajinskoji-pravoslavnoji-cerkvi/ Accessed 
15.08.2022. 
11 B. Synchak,  M. Balaklytskyi,  and V. Dudarets. "Non-Religious Influence of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the Moscow Patriarchate on Ukrainian Society," Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe, 2022: Vol. 42 : 
Iss. 4 , Article 6: 57. 
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barely, only by the grace of God, managed to get this child to the hospital, immediately 
sent him to the intensive care unit.12 

 

Therefore, Metropolitan Epiphanius rightly noted in his report at the extended meeting of 

the Council of Bishops (May 22, 2022): 

The first is to continue to support the Ukrainian people in the fight against Russian 
aggression, to help its victims. May the Lord reward all benefactors and donors a 
hundredfold for the mercy shown to those in need. Despite the objective hardship, which 
we ourselves feel very well, the Metropolitan Fund of the OCU launched a program of 
assistance in the reconstruction and restoration of destroyed housing. In a few days, aid in 
the form of construction materials for a significant amount will be handed over to the 
affected residents of Chernigov. It is clear that this is not much compared to the scale of 
destruction, but it is our duty to do the best we can in the circumstances in which we are.13 

 
The Synodal Department of Social Service of the OCU is also included in the struggle for 

a free and independent Ukraine. Every day, in different parts of the country, OCU does good for 

immigrants, military personnel, women and mothers with children who have experienced domestic 

violence, people with disabilities and other people in need. 

Thanks to cooperation with charitable organizations and foundations, OCU managed to 

attract support from various countries of the world, including Romania, Germany, Poland, 

Lithuania, Great Britain, Slovakia, Finland, South Korea, USA, Canada, Austria, Latvia, Estonia, 

Japan, Denmark and others. 

Charitable aid that comes to Kyiv from friends abroad is distributed according to requests 

to regional offices and distributed directly in the city of Kyiv to internally displaced persons and 

people in need. Also, thanks to charitable organizations, this Orthodox denomination, together 

with volunteers, supports military hospitals. In the period from March to May, the central office 

in Kyiv received and transferred more than 100 tons of humanitarian aid. The vast majority of 

cargo is clothing, food, personal hygiene products, medicines and medical equipment. 

12 Роман Холодов, керівник соціальної місії ПЦУ: Геноцид – це не лише обстріли, а й спричинена ними нестача 
ліків для хворих дітей [Roman Kholodov, head of the social mission of OCU: Genocide is not only shelling, but also 
the resulting lack of medicine for sick children], Укрінформ, https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-ato/3420861-roman-
holodov-kerivnik-socialnoi-misii-pcu.html  Accessed 15.08.2022. 
13 Доповідь Митрополита Епіфанія на розширеному засіданні Архієрейського Собору [Metropolitan 
Epiphanius's speech at an extended meeting of the Council of Bishops] Православна церква України, 
https://www.pomisna.info/uk/vsi-novyny/dopovid-mytropolyta-epifaniya-na-rozshyrenomu-zasidanni-
arhiyerejskogo-soboru/  Accessed 10.08.2022. 
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In particular, several multi-ton loads of medicines and medical equipment were received 

from Romanian friends. Medicines were distributed according to requests and sent to hospitals in 

Kyiv, Kremenchuk, Dnipro, Volyn and to military mobile hospitals on the front lines. 

The Polish organization "Volunteer Center" in Lublin sent 40 tons of humanitarian aid with 

food and personal hygiene products, including baby food, diapers, etc. 

The German volunteer organization Johanniter-Weihnachtstrucker supported the 

Ukrainians with multi-ton trucks containing food and drinking water, personal hygiene products 

and products for children. 

During April, charity trips were made to the hard-to-reach villages of Kyiv region and 

Chernihiv region, which were freed from occupation. As a result of the hostilities, the locals were 

left without means of subsistence and needed food, bedding, personal hygiene products, medicines 

and goods for children. Also, for people who need medicines, OCU together with the Delta 

Medical company distributed more than 1,000 sets of necessary medicines. The kits included 

medicines against colds and coughs, medicines for stomach and intestinal disorders, headache, 

dental, muscle-joint and other types of pain, as well as vitamins to strengthen immunity and more. 

With the beginning of the full-scale invasion of Russian troops into Ukraine, the OCU also 

helped with the evacuation of the population from Kyiv and the Kyiv region. However, when 

civilians from other regions of Ukraine began to need assistance in moving, capacities were 

allocated in accordance with requests. During the period from March to May, the drivers of the 

evacuation routes of the Network evacuated more than 3,000 people from the Kharkiv, 

Zaporizhzhya, Donetsk, Luhansk, and Kherson regions. People fleeing the war go to the Dnipro, 

receive help at the "Good morning, we are from Mariupol" hub, and then choose a route where 

they will find greater safety. Also, some evacuation routes go to the western regions of Ukraine, 

in particular to the Transcarpathian region. Evacuation takes place daily free of charge. 

In parallel with the creation of shelters for people who lost their homes due to Russian 

aggression, the "Next to you" support project was implemented to help women victims of sexual 

violence by the Russian army in Ukraine. As part of this project, we are renovating and equipping 

(creating more comfortable home conditions in hospital wards) the gynecological department of 

the Ivano-Frankivsk perinatal center, where the affected women will undergo medical treatment. 

A rehabilitation shelter is also being opened, where victims of sexual violence will temporarily 
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live and undergo psychological rehabilitation. In the shelter, the residents receive psychological 

support, humanitarian aid, as well as the necessary social support.14 

А large-scale project of the Metropolitan Fund of the OCU should be especially noted. It 

will build temporary comfortable housing for Ukrainian families whose homes were destroyed by 

the occupiers. The construction of modular houses will be started in the Kyiv region, in particular, 

in Gostomel, in the villages of Ozerne, Moschun, and other settlements affected during the war. 

"Such a social initiative of the Metropolitan Fund has already received 20 million hryvnias. They 

were provided by the head of the Foundation's Patron Council, Andriy Matsola. With these funds, 

houses for 50 families will be built by mid-summer, and the first of them will be able to move in 

at the beginning of June. It is planned that later, after the restoration of the homes of these families 

in their hometowns, there will be an opportunity to transfer this home to other Ukrainians affected 

by the war,”15 the message says. 

"Our people have always been distinguished by their sensitivity, kind heart and mutual 

assistance, ability to unite and rally for the sake of saving others--their brothers and sisters. I know 

that today everyone is working on their own front, choosing their own direction to help others, but 

I want to call on those who has such an opportunity to join this important initiative of the OCU 

Metropolitan Fund and help those of our neighbors who, unfortunately, have lost everything,”16 

said the Primate of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine His Beatitude Metropolitan Epiphanius. 

An interesting and important fact that did not exist before a full-scale war is that, during a 

meeting with the Head of the State Service of Ukraine for Emergency Situations Serhiy Kruk, the 

Primate of the OCU Epiphanius discussed the creation of an institute of chaplaincy in the ranks of 

the State Emergency Service and the involvement of the priests of the OCU to provide spiritual 

and psychological support to those who suffered from the actions of the occupiers.17 

14 100 днів добра від соціального служіння ПЦУ [100 days of goodness from the social service of OCU],  
Синодальний відділ соціального служіння та благодійності Православної церкви України, 
https://diaconia.com.ua/100-dniv-dobra-vid-soczialnogo-sluzhinnya-pczu/  Accessed 15.08.2022. 
15Фонд ПЦУ побудує модульні будинки у постраждалих під час війни селах на Київщині [The OCU Foundation 
will build modular houses in villages in the Kyiv region that suffered during the war], Укрінформ, 
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3481367-fond-pcu-pobudue-modulni-budinki-u-postrazdalih-pid-cas-vijni-
selah-na-kiivsini.html Accessed 15.08.2022. 
16 Митрополичий фонд залучив 20 млн гривень для будівництва житла на Київщині [The Metropolitan Fund 
attracted 20 million hryvnias for the construction of housing in the Kyiv region], Православна церква України, 
https://www.pomisna.info/uk/vsi-novyny/mytropolychyj-fond-zaluchyv-20-mln-gryven-dlya-budivnytstva-zhytla-
na-kyyivshhyni/ Accessed 15.08.2022. 
17 Фонд ПЦУ побудує модульні будинки у постраждалих під час війни селах на Київщині [The OCU Foundation 
will build modular houses in villages in the Kyiv region that suffered during the war], Укрінформ, 
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However, like the UOC, the OCU focuses its social assistance on Ukrainians who are 

outside the borders of Ukraine. In particular, as Metropolitan Epiphanius emphasizes 

The second task is to take care of the spiritual care of refugees, especially those who have 
found themselves abroad. In cooperation with the hierarchs of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
and the Church of Greece, we have taken certain steps, but there are many difficulties. 
Therefore, where the local competent Orthodox church hierarchy responds to the needs of 
Orthodox Ukrainians, we solve problems together. But there are unfortunate examples of 
the fact that local representatives of the Orthodox Church despise our priests and the 
faithful, who were in exile, and treat them according to Moscow's standards. We do not 
intend to interfere with their canonical competence, but we also consider it wrong to leave 
our flock without care, so we will look for ways to solve this problem.18 

 
Accordingly, for comparison, we see that if the UOC actively opens its parishes and 

regularly conducts services, then in the context of the activities of the OCU, we can observe 

opposition from local Orthodox denominations (with the exception of Greece and Turkey). 

Accordingly, it is necessary to clarify the work of the latter regarding the possible legal activities 

of the clergy of the OCU, as can be seen in the letter of the head of the OCU from August 19, 

2022, to Metropolitan Savva, the head of the Orthodox Church in Poland.19 

 

Conclusions 

 

Thus, after analyzing the features and specifics of the implementation of the social mission 

of the UOC and OCU during martial law (February-August 2022), we can draw the following 

conclusions: 

1) Both churches strongly condemned the full-scale war declared by Russia against 

Ukraine, thereby calling on their faithful to help and contribute to the victory over the 

occupiers and the preservation of territorial integrity. In the social mission of the two 

https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3481367-fond-pcu-pobudue-modulni-budinki-u-postrazdalih-pid-cas-vijni-
selah-na-kiivsini.html Accessed 15.08.2022. 
18 Доповідь Митрополита Епіфанія на розширеному засіданні Архієрейського Собору [Metropolitan 
Epiphanius's speech at an extended meeting of the Council of Bishops] Православна церква України, 
https://www.pomisna.info/uk/vsi-novyny/dopovid-mytropolyta-epifaniya-na-rozshyrenomu-zasidanni-
arhiyerejskogo-soboru/ Accessed 15.07.2022. 
19 UA/PL ДОКУМЕНТ: Митрополит Київський Епіфаній надіслав листа до Митрополита Варшавського Савви 
[UA/PL DOCUMENT: Metropolitan Epiphanius of Kyiv sent a letter to Metropolitan Savva of Warsaw], 
Православна церква України, https://www.pomisna.info/uk/vsi-novyny/ua-pl-dokument-mytropolyt-kyyivskyj-
epifanij-nadislav-lysta-do-mytropolyta-varshavskogo-savvy/  Accessed 20.08.2022. 
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Orthodox churches, two key vectors can be distinguished: help for the front and support 

of the civilian population that was or was under fire. 

2) Both the UOC and the OCU helped the military at the front in a variety of ways: from 

the purchase of weapons and blood transfusions for seriously wounded soldiers to the 

provision of basic necessities and food for those on the front lines. As for peaceful 

citizens, key Orthodox churches of Ukraine help with food kits, clothes, housing (from 

temporary to completely new, instead of destroyed ones), evacuate from dangerous 

cities, and create various support centers. 

3) Despite the fact that the UOC actively helps both the military and the victims of 

Russian aggression, Ukrainian society still remains quite critical of this Orthodox 

denomination. At the same time, in the context of supporting Ukrainian refugees in 

various countries, representatives of local Orthodox denominations (with the exception 

of Greece and Turkey) have a negative attitude towards the clergy of the OCU, while 

the UOC is quite loyal. 
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