
xibility when listening to podcasts facilitates students engaging with this mode of learning to 
suit their availability. The reach of podcasts extends beyond the traditional classroom, and they 
have potential to inform a wide audience. 
Case study materials related to 6 different scenarios were developed. A scriptwriter then produ-
ced 6 separate case studies which featured a service user, a social worker and a third party dis-
cussing their views about a social work situation, related to for example child care law, adult law, 
adults social care, older adults, mental health and learning disability. The scenarios were audio 
recorded working with professional actors. Practitioners and academics provided a reflection for 
learning for each episode of the series, and a suite of digital learning resources to accompany 
the podcasts.  
This workshop will discuss the development of the podcast series: Social Work Case studies a 
co-created learning activity which involved social work academics and practitioners. The 
workshop will then give participants the opportunity to hear segments of the case studies and 
explore the learning resources which have been co created. 
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Abstract: 
Since the beginning of the war in Ukraine on February 24, 2022, the study process at the univer-
sities was stopped. Only in a month there was a distance learning arranged at the School of So-
cial Work at the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy (SSW NaUKMA), based on the rele-
vant experience during COVID-19.  
The study was to explore the problems experienced by the SW students and lecturers from the 
SSW NaUKMA during the war in Ukraine, the experience of overcoming them, and identifying 
some innovative education approaches used in this context.  The study had qualitative design 
with the use of Rapid Needs Assessment,  notes from the meetings of lecturers and documents’ 
analysis.  
It was found that the most difficult situation was for the students at the last years of their studies 
who had to prepare BA and MA papers based on their own research. Relevant strategies were 
developed to support them where the key role was played by their supervisors. Relevant appro-
aches were developed to organization of practice placement including assignments, assess-
ment system. To prevent mental health problems, there were psychoeducation components 
embedded into lectures and workshops. Support by the group of social work educators and 
practitioners from the EsrASSW, EASSW, IASSW and other professional associations within the 
Initiative ‘Solidarity and Support with Ukrainian Social Work Educators from the Schools of Social 
Work’ was very important too.   
Thus, in the permanently changing war context innovative approaches to social work education 
were used to ensure the students’ gaining relevant skills and knowledge. 

Keywords: social work education; war in Ukraine; innovative approaches in teaching social 
work. 

 / 106 209


