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Introduction

Libraries in Ukraine are essential for the development of society, providing access to
knowledge, information, and cultural values. They serve as centers of education, science,
and culture, contributing to the intellectual and moral potential of the nation. According to
the Strategy for the Development of Library Services in Ukraine until 2025 (ULA 2015),
libraries are an integral part of the sustainable development of a democratic society, meeting
the information, research, educational and cultural needs of citizens. Ukrainian libraries are
becoming multifunctional information resource centers, providing access to electronic
resources and the Internet, and becoming important hubs of the community.

During wartime, Ukrainian libraries adapt to support society by providing humanitarian aid,
serving as shelters for displaced persons, and organizing volunteer initiatives. They assist
the military by producing camouflage nets and trench candles while continuing their
educational and informational mission through lectures, film screenings, and public
awareness events. Libraries play a vital role in combating disinformation and preserving
national memory and identity despite war-related challenges. They serve as volunteer and
outreach centers, support cultural heritage, and collaborate with international organizations
to secure aid for recovery and ongoing operations.

The article examines the importance of libraries during the war in Ukraine, their role in
societal resilience, cultural preservation, and humanitarian aid, and the need to protect
libraries for the next generation.

Ukrainian libraries in time of war

Russia's full-scale invasion began on February 24, 2022, and can be described as a cultural
and imperial genocide. This invasion is clearly focused on erasing Ukrainian identity, culture,
and language while imposing the russian language on the Ukrainian population. This
campaign also seeks to promote a distorted, chauvinistic, and militaristic interpretation of
russian culture, history, and worldview. Segerberg (2024) points out that one of russian
president putin's main motivations for waging war against Ukraine and occupying its territory
is the repeated claim that Ukraine lacks its own culture, does not deserve independence,
and should be incorporated into russia. Clearly, one of the main goals of the invasion is to
eliminate all aspects of Ukrainian identity.

In September 2024, the Yaroslav Mudryi National Library of Ukraine presented its work on
the project «Book of Memory of the Russo-Ukrainian War: Librarians». The project aimed to
honor the memory of the librarians who lost their lives as a result of russian aggression
against Ukraine since 2014. Many librarians were not only victims of military actions but
have also faced repression in the occupied territories, where russian authorities have
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removed Ukrainian-language books and dismissed library staff unwilling to conform to their
ideological directives.

Russian army's attacks on Ukraine extend beyond military targets, deliberately destroying
cultural infrastructure and historical monuments. Libraries, museums, churches, mosques,
universities, and theaters have all suffered significant damage from bombs and missiles
(Chorna, 2024). This is part of a broader strategy to erase Ukrainian identity and heritage.
International organizations, including UNESCO, have documented these war crimes,
emphasizing the need for accountability and the urgent protection of Ukraine’s cultural
legacy (UNESCO, 2025).

According to the MCSC's report (2025), Ukraine experienced the destruction of 1,333
cultural heritage sites and 2,185 cultural infrastructure objects due to russian military
aggression by 2025, including over 700 libraries. The destruction of libraries in Ukraine
extends beyond the destruction of physical infrastructure; in occupied areas, Ukrainian
books have been systematically removed from shelves and replaced with russian
propaganda materials. Reports indicate the deliberate destruction of thousands of
Ukrainian-language publications through mass book burnings.
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As a consequence of the russian bombardment during the 2022 siege of Mariupol, the V.
Korolenko Central City Public Library (see Photo 1) was destroyed. The library building
sustained substantial damage, and its book collections were completely destroyed (LRHRC
«Alternative», 2023).




Photo 2. Maksymovych Scientific Library in Kyiv (Source: Tetyana Litvinova / Espreso)

A notable instance of destruction transpired on October 10, 2022, when Russian missile
strikes resulted in damage to the building housing the Maksymovych Scientific Library at
Taras Shevchenko National University in Kyiv (see Picture 2). In the aftermath of the attack,
the university received support from the Ukrainian government and international partners
from Turkey, Japan, South Korea, as well as from individuals and entities worldwide
expressing concern for Ukraine. This assistance enabled the restoration efforts, which
included the installation of new windows in the Red and Yellow Buildings and the
Maksymovych Scientific Library (NRFU, 2023).
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Photos 3. O. Dovzhenko Chernihiv Children's Library Photos 4. O. Dovzhenko Chernihiv Children's Library
(Source: Svitlana Shabala) (Source: Svitlana Shabala)



The O. Dovzhenko Chernihiv Children's Library (see Photos 3 and 4) sustained damage due
to russian shelling during the hostilities in Chernihivin 2022. The library building experienced
partial destruction, resulting in the loss of a portion of its book collection and damage to its
infrastructure.

Photo 5. O. Honchar Regional Library in Kherson (Source: Oleksandr Prokudin/Telegram)

On August 3, 2023, significant destruction to the O. Honchar Kherson Regional Library (see
Picture 5) was caused by russian shelling. The building sustained severe damage, including
shattered windows, partially destroyed structures, damaged walls, and a compromised roof.
Interior damage to the library included reading rooms, archives, and the rare book collection.
Part of the library's collection was destroyed due to fire and water damage after the roof was
hit. Notwithstanding the devastation, Nadia Korotun, the library's director, has asserted that
the staff is currently engaged in preserving the books and endeavoring to restore the
institution's operations (Mokliak & Khliebus, 2024).

The russian invasion of Ukraine has resulted in significant destruction of libraries and book
collections. Language ombudsman Taras Kremin has reported that a substantial proportion
of the destroyed books were deliberately burned, disposed of in refuse dumps, or discarded
into water bodies, suggesting a deliberate policy aimed at eradicating Ukrainian cultural
heritage (Kruhlenko, 2024).

In addition to the destruction of libraries, Ukrainian books have been removed from schools
and libraries in the occupied territories, and subsequently incinerated. The article
emphasizes that in the russian-occupied territories of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, the
occupation authorities have destroyed nearly all Ukrainian literature and that 2.5 million
russian books have been imported in its stead, according to Ukraine's Center for National
Resistance. According to the Center, Ukrainian books are being labeled as «extremist», and
a special list of banned publications has been created, which includes works by foreign
authors, including writers from the United States and New Zealand. The article also
emphasizes that on the occupied territories, books are not only removed from shelves —
some Ukrainian publications are discarded as trash or even burned (Shynkarenko,
Matviychuk, & Solomko, 2023).




Melinda Simmons & @MelSimmonsFCDO - May 21
Burning Ukrainian history books is not denazification. It is the opposite.
#RussianAggression

Photo 6. Social media is showing a bonfire where the occupiers are burning Ukrainian history textbooks (Source: Melinda
Simmons/X)

In May of 2022, the British Ambassador to Ukraine, Melinda Simmons, published a
photograph depicting russian military forces engaged in the destruction of Ukrainian history
textbooks under the guise of a so-called «denazification» operation (see Picture 6). These
actions bear a striking resemblance to the practices of totalitarian regimes, which were
designed to annihilate national identity and cultural heritage.

Photo 7. The largest printing house in Ukraine was attacked by russians (Source: VOA)

On May 23, 2024, the russian military launched a series of missiles at the city of Kharkiv
and the nearby town of Lyubotyn, a significant attack on Ukraine's printing and publishing
industry (Photo 7). One of the missiles targeted «Factor-Druk», the largest printing house in
Ukraine and one of the largest in Europe, resulting in substantial damage to the facility and



the broader publishing sector. The facility, which played a key role in publishing Ukrainian
literature, was almost completely destroyed, dealing a severe blow to the country's
publishing industry. This attack further underscores the russian effort to dismantle Ukraine's
cultural and intellectual life (Vorozhko & Matviichuk, 2024).

As of September 30, 2024, the Mudryi National Library of Ukraine had conducted the tenth
phase of its research, entitled «Public Libraries of Ukraine in the Context of Russian Armed
Aggression», with the objective of assessing the state of public libraries amid the ongoing
war and its impact on their operations. The study encompassed a survey of regional
universal scientific libraries, the Kyiv Regional Children's Library, the Kyiv Lesya Ukrainka
Public Library for Adults, and the Luhansk Regional Universal Scientific Library. The
research was conducted in 11,834 public libraries within Ukrainian-controlled territories.
Notably, this phase offered a novel perspective on public libraries in the Luhansk region,
facilitated by the Luhansk Regional Universal Scientific Library. The Luhansk Regional
Universal Scientific Library operates as a «Mobile Library», a program that provides
methodological support to colleagues who are evacuating.

The study corroborates the persistent decline of Ukraine's public library network, with 11,834
libraries operating in Q3 2024, representing a decrease from 14,351 prior to the full-scale
invasion. Concomitant with the ongoing war, challenges such as shelling, mined areas,
restricted access, and staff furloughs have impeded the functionality of libraries, with some
even resorting to suspending operations (Yaroslav Mudryi National Library of Ukraine,
2024).

The deliberate destruction of Ukrainian libraries and book collections is an attempt to erase
the country's historical memory and restrict access to knowledge in the Ukrainian language.
Despite these challenges, Ukrainian librarians and communities have demonstrated
resilience. Mobile libraries have been established in some war-affected areas to provide
access to literature and educational resources. In underground shelters and temporary
community spaces, reading initiatives continue, ensuring that Ukrainian culture and
knowledge remain accessible to future generations.

The international community has increasingly recognized the destruction of Ukrainian
libraries as part of Russia's broader war crimes. In response, UNESCO and other cultural
heritage organizations have called for urgent measures to document and protect Ukraine's
intellectual and cultural assets. Meanwhile, Ukrainian civil society continues to mobilize
efforts to preserve what remains and rebuild what has been lost. The war on Ukraine's
libraries is not merely an attack on physical structures; it is an attack on Ukrainian identity,
history, and the right to cultural self-determination.

University Libraries

In Ukraine, university libraries play an instrumental role in supporting education and
research, particularly during periods of war. Under the circumstances of martial law, these
institutions have undergone substantial changes and adaptations in their operations. The
ongoing war has inflicted considerable damage on educational institutions, including
university libraries. According to reports, over 3,428 educational institutions have been
affected by bombings and shelling, with more than 365 completely destroyed, including over
25 university libraries (Brui, 2024).

Beyond their conventional roles, university libraries have evolved into pivotal centers for
displaced populations, providing essential services such as psychological assistance and
art therapy. A notable example is the Scientific Library of the Ukrainian State University of



Science and Technologies, which has prioritized the cultivation of a sense of community
through sociocultural initiatives. This library functions as a space that fosters resilience and
a sense of normality in the face of adversity (Kolesnykova & Demidko, 2024).

In response to the challenges posed by the conflict, university libraries have adapted by
creating safe spaces, such as bomb shelters, and continuing to provide access to
information and resources. These efforts underscore their commitment to supporting
education and cultural preservation, even in the most trying circumstances (Shum, 2023).

Public Libraries

Public libraries have emerged as essential support centers for internally displaced persons.
These institutions offer a range of services, including psychological assistance, volunteering
opportunities, and the facilitation of community integration. Libraries have initiated programs
to address the mental health needs of displaced individuals, operating psychological support
groups on a weekly basis. One notable example is the Regional Library for Children in
Khmelnytskyi, which organizes these sessions to provide crisis psychological help to
children affected by the war. The aim of these sessions is to alleviate symptoms related to
panic attacks, nightmares, and other trauma-related conditions (Rubryka, 2024;
Kuznetsova, 2022).

Furthermore, the alterations to libraries within the Khmelnytskyi community center around
the elimination of russian-language literature in alignment with the ongoing conflict. This
«counteroffensive» strategy entails the removal of propagandistic materials and specific
classic works, which have encountered opposition from certain patrons who regard these
texts as culturally significant. The article underscores the difficulties inherent in the transition
to literary content with a more pronounced Ukrainian character (Zhar, 2022).

Beyond the scope of educational programming, libraries fulfill a vital role in fostering
community integration through the provision of essential services. A case in point is the
Central City Library for Children in Mykolaiv, which functions as a 24/7 bomb shelter,
providing physical protection and a sense of security to a maximum of 180 individuals at any
given time (Hranchak, 2024).

These efforts underscore the essential role of public libraries in supporting internally
displaced persons (IDPs) in Ukraine. Public libraries offer IDPs access to information, as
well as essential psychological support, opportunities for community engagement, and safe
havens during times of war.

In addition to librarianship activities, another area of focus is the digitization of documentary
heritage in Ukraine. These efforts underscore Ukraine's commitment to preserving its
cultural heritage through digitization, ensuring that valuable historical documents remain
accessible and protected for future generations.

In response to the pressing necessity of safeguarding cultural heritage, particularly during
periods of war, Ukraine has initiated the establishment of a National Digital Library. This
initiative aims to consolidate and digitize the nation's documentary heritage, thereby
ensuring its preservation and accessibility. UNESCO has played an active role in this
endeavor, launching a project in 2022 to support the digitization and development of the
National Digital Library of Ukraine (Serbin, Brui, & Chorna 2024).

Ukrainian Library Association



The Ukrainian Library Association (ULA) has played a significant role in supporting libraries
and librarians during wartime (see Photo 8). The ULA is a key professional organization
dedicated to the development of the library sector in Ukraine. Its 2022-2024 report (ULA,
2024) outlines several strategic directions, including advocacy, institutional development,
digital transformation, Ukrainian library awareness, and international cooperation.

Photo 8. The new composition of the Presidium of the Ukrainian Library Association (ULA) for 2024-2027
(Source: ULA)

Oksana Brui, the president of the ULA, emphasized that with the onset of russia's full-scale
invasion, the association's international activities underwent a marked intensification. The
association proactively disseminated information regarding the situation in Ukraine through
international media channels and subsequently participated in discussions at professional
events held abroad (Goethe-Institut, 2023).

The war in Ukraine has had a substantial impact on libraries in the country. In response, the
ULA has mobilized resources and support to aid librarians and communities affected by the
war. A key initiative by ULA has been to provide financial assistance to librarians facing
challenging circumstances. In May 2022, the American Library Association (ALA) and the
ULA established the ALA Ukraine Library Relief Fund to support Ukrainian libraries impacted
by the ongoing war. The fund has been instrumental in providing financial assistance for the
acquisition of resources, the restoration of damaged facilities, and the provision of support
to library personnel facing hardships. As of February 2025, the ULA has distributed a total
of $30,000 from the fund to nine libraries and individual library workers in need. These funds
have been allocated towards the resumption of library operations, the restoration of services,
and the support of internally displaced persons and war veterans. This support has played
a crucial role in enabling library professionals to continue their vital work, even in the face of
adversity (American Library Association, 2022).




Furthermore, ULA has been proactive in advocating for the interests of Ukrainian libraries
at both the national and international levels. On the international front, ULA has formed
partnerships with esteemed organizations, including the Goethe-Institut, the American
Library Association, Bibliothéques Sans Frontieres, UNESCO, and many others. These
collaborative endeavors have centered on pivotal domains such as library preservation, the
professional development of library personnel, and the digital transformation of Ukrainian
libraries.

Among the most significant initiatives pursued by ULA was the call for the suspension of
russian libraries from IFLA due to the ongoing war. This action, which has yet to yield a
result, aimed to promote a unified front against Ukrainian aggression and to advocate for
truthful information regarding the country's resistance efforts (Chytomo, 2022).

In conclusion, the present study has demonstrated that, in spite of the numerous challenges
currently facing Ukraine, there is still a strong possibility of a favorable future for the country's
libraries. The sustained commitment of the ULA to the reconstruction and development of
these institutions is a testament to the importance of libraries in supporting societal
resilience, particularly during periods of crisis. As the nation moves forward into the post-
war era, the development of libraries will be essential for fostering community engagement,
cultural preservation, and education. It is imperative to integrate libraries into national
recovery programs to ensure their sustained contribution to rebuilding efforts and to enhance
their capacity to function as resource hubs for the public.
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