
викликає віднесення психології до групи “Social and Behavioural 
Science” (цей крок дійсно відповідає спрямованості західної “пси­
хології вчинку”, але аж ніяк не вітчизняної “психології діяльності”). 
Принциповою помилкою є і встановлення еквівалентності між 
визначеннями “Humanities” та “Гуманітарні науки”, а також 
дрібнення існуючого комплексу вітчизняних гуманітарних наук 
на п'ять окремих наукових груп, які механічно відтворюють групи 
ISCED. Фактично новий класифікатор в деяких моментах вже 
руйнує ту систему напрямів освітньої підготовки, яка є природ­
ною для вітчизняної культури як цілого.

Не встановивши “бар'єрів”, за якими наслідування міжнарод­
них стандартів стає загрозою власним культурним традиціям і 
починає негативно впливати на вітчизняну освітню систему, не 
можна й говорити про компетентне проведення освітніх реформ. 
З цієї точки зору, “культурологічна експертиза” повинна переду­
мати прийняттю будь-якого нормативного акту щодо реформуван­
ня системи освіти.

SOME GENERAL THOUGHTS AND  
REFLECTIONS ON REFORMING HIGHER 
EDUCATION SYSTEM IN UKRAINE

Goiara Mostafa

The debate and controversy on the role and purpose of higher 
education in a society is a complex and old one. Developed nations 
with liberal democratic values and systems have, somehow, resolved 
this issue through a general consensus of accepting and respecting 
freedom of thoughts and knowledge. The problem is more acute and 
complex in post-communist states where the societies are still in 
transitional stages and a general consensus on basic national issues 
and on fundamental social issues has not yet been achieved. The 
main debate is on the freedom and objectivity of higher education, 
whether it should serve the goals, objectives and interests of any 
particular party, group, government or the state. I will argue in this

47



paper that higher education can not and should not be used as an 
instrument for the purposes of nation-building, state-building, party- 
building or for any other ideological purposes. These tasks and goals 
may be left to the primary and secondary education systems as well 
as to the agents of socializetion (family, religious institutions and 
press and media). If the higher education system is too politicized 
and ideologically motivated then it will, automatically loose its objec­
tivity and continuity, and with any major social, political and ideo­
logical changes the higher education system will have to be reformed 
and reorganized. (As it is happening now in the post-communist 
states).

In general, higher education system in any country may have the 
following goals and objectives.

First, the main purpose of higher education should be to acquire 
knowledge and learning of great scholars, writers, thinkers and phi­
losophers through objective study and research.

Second, higher educational institutions should create an environ­
ment and provide conditions for the highest possible academic moti­
vation and freedom.

Third, the goal of higher education should be to help students in 
developing and promoting their analytical skills and critical knowl­
edge and thinking. It should allso help students to develop their own 
visions and ideas about their country, society and political system by 
creating informed knowledge and interests.

Fourth, purpose of any higher educational institution is to active­
ly promote and participate in research projects and thus to contrib­
ute to the national development process.

Fifth, the goal of higher education is not only to provide high 
quality education to students but at the same time to help students 
in building careers and getting jobs. A close cooperation among 
business, industries, government agencies and educational institu­
tions can best serve this purpose. A job/employment centre may be 
created in every higher educational institution.

Sixth, higher educational institutions, like any other social insti­
tutions, should continue to reform and modernize its programs, teach­
ing materials and techniques with a view to upgrading standard and 
becoming more competitive. Students should be heard and given the 
opportunity to actively participate in the reform process.
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Seventh, any higher educational institution should be well equipped 
and furnished with a library with available resources and all modern 
facilities. Bilateral arrangements and multilateral agreements between 
and among higher educational institutions can help to build up good 
library facilities.

Eighth, an effective and efficient administration system is very 
important for a smooth functioning of any institution. There should 
be a clearly defined and allocated roles and functions for all levels of 
administrative stuff, so that everybody will be accountable for their 
works and there will be a continuity in case of a personnel change.

For reforming the higher education system in Ukraine, the fol­
lowing things are important and necessary at this moment.

First, to reduce government control and influence in higher edu­
cation system.

Second, to modernise and reform existing curricula with the help 
of and in cooperation with foreign experts/organizations.

Third, to look for alternative funding (selective tuition fees, con­
tributions from research projects, private business and alumnus) with 
a view to providing quality education and reducing dependency on 
the government.

Fourth, to acquire more text books. (Classical Western books 
may be translated into Ukrainian).

Fifth, students, particularly, from senior courses and graduate 
students should be consulted for and encouraged in participating in 
the reform process of education.

Sixth, administrative systems in educational institutions should 
be radically reformed in order to make it democratic and accounta­
ble.

Seventh, higher educational institutions should be aware of fu­
ture needs and demands of skilled manpower by the government, 
businesses and industries and to prepare students accordingly.

Eighth, no quality higher education is possible without a rich and 
modernized library. Universities should seek donations of books, jour­
nals and periodicals from foreign contacts.

Ninth, certain universities may be specialized in certain a reas/ 
fields who will help to provide with quality education with limited 
resources.
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