BUK/IMKAE BifHeceHHA ncuxonorii go rpynu “Social and Behavioural
Science” (Ueil KpOK AilicHO BignoBigae CNPAMOBAHOCTI 3axigHoi “ncu-
XONOTiT BUMHKY”, ane aX HifiK He BITYM3HAHOT “ncuxonorii fisnsHocTi”).
MPUHLMNOBOKD NOMMU/IKOK € i BCTaHOB/IEHHS €KBIBA/JIEHTHOCTI MiX
BM3HaueHHAMMU “Humanities” Ta “l'ymaHiTapHi Haykn”, a TakKoX
[PIGHEHHA ICHYHYOr0 KOMM/EKCY BIiTYM3HAHUX FyMaHiTapHUX Hayk
Ha N'ATb OKPEMMX HAYKOBUX TPy, AKi MeXaHi4yHO BiLTBOPIOIOTL rpynu
ISCED. ®aKTW4YHO HOBWIA Knacuikatop B AeAKMX MOMEHTax BXe
pyiHye Ty cUCTeMy HanpsMmiB OCBITHbOT MiArOTOBKM, fika € NPUPOA-
HOIO A/151 BITYM3HAHOT KyNbTYypY AK Linoro.

He BCcTaHOBMBLUM “6ap'epiB”, 3a AKMMMW HaCNifyBaHHA MiXHapos-
HUX CTaHAapTiB CTae 3arpo3ol0 BMACHUM KY/NbTYPHUM Tpaguuism i
MOYMHae HeraTMBHO BIJIMBATU HA BITUM3HAHY OCBITHIO CUCTEMY, He
MOXHa /i FOBOPMTW NPO KOMMETEHTHe NPOBeAEHHS OCBITHIX pedopm.
3 i€l TOUKM 30pYy, “KynbTyposioriyHa ekcrepTu3a” MoBWHHA Nepeay-
MaTV NPUAHATTIO BYAb-AKOr0 HOPMATUBHOIO aKTy LOAO pedopMyBaH-
Hfl CMCTEMM OCBITW.

SOME GENERAL THOUGHTS AND
REFLECTIONS ON REFORMING HIGHER
EDUCATION SYSTEM IN UKRAINE

Goiara Mostafa

The debate and controversy on the role and purpose of higher
education in a society is a complex and old one. Developed nations
with liberal democratic values and systems have, somehow, resolved
this issue through a general consensus of accepting and respecting
freedom of thoughts and knowledge. The problem is more acute and
complex in post-communist states where the societies are still in
transitional stages and a general consensus on basic national issues
and on fundamental social issues has not yet been achieved. The
main debate is on the freedom and objectivity of higher education,
whether it should serve the goals, objectives and interests of any
particular party, group, government or the state. | will argue in this
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paper that higher education can not and should not be used as an
instrument for the purposes of nation-building, state-building, party-
building or for any other ideological purposes. These tasks and goals
may be left to the primary and secondary education systems as well
as to the agents of socializetion (family, religious institutions and
press and media). If the higher education system is too politicized
and ideologically motivated then it will, automatically loose its objec-
tivity and continuity, and with any major social, political and ideo-
logical changes the higher education system will have to be reformed
and reorganized. (As it is happening now in the post-communist
states).

In general, higher education system in any country may have the
following goals and objectives.

First, the main purpose of higher education should be to acquire
knowledge and learning of great scholars, writers, thinkers and phi-
losophers through objective study and research.

Second, higher educational institutions should create an environ-
ment and provide conditions for the highest possible academic moti-
vation and freedom.

Third, the goal of higher education should be to help students in
developing and promoting their analytical skills and critical knowl-
edge and thinking. It should allso help students to develop their own
visions and ideas about their country, society and political system by
creating informed knowledge and interests.

Fourth, purpose of any higher educational institution is to active-
ly promote and participate in research projects and thus to contrib-
ute to the national development process.

Fifth, the goal of higher education is not only to provide high
quality education to students but at the same time to help students
in building careers and getting jobs. A close cooperation among
business, industries, government agencies and educational institu-
tions can best serve this purpose. A job/employment centre may be
created in every higher educational institution.

Sixth, higher educational institutions, like any other social insti-
tutions, should continue to reform and modernize its programs, teach-
ing materials and techniques with a view to upgrading standard and
becoming more competitive. Students should be heard and given the
opportunity to actively participate in the reform process.
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Seventh, any higher educational institution should be well equipped
and furnished with a library with available resources and all modern
facilities. Bilateral arrangements and multilateral agreements between
and among higher educational institutions can help to build up good
library facilities.

Eighth, an effective and efficient administration system is very
important for a smooth functioning of any institution. There should
be a clearly defined and allocated roles and functions for all levels of
administrative stuff, so that everybody will be accountable for their
works and there will be a continuity in case of a personnel change.

For reforming the higher education system in Ukraine, the fol-
lowing things are important and necessary at this moment.

First, to reduce government control and influence in higher edu-
cation system.

Second, to modernise and reform existing curricula with the help
of and in cooperation with foreign experts/organizations.

Third, to look for alternative funding (selective tuition fees, con-
tributions from research projects, private business and alumnus) with
a view to providing quality education and reducing dependency on
the government.

Fourth, to acquire more text books. (Classical Western books
may be translated into Ukrainian).

Fifth, students, particularly, from senior courses and graduate
students should be consulted for and encouraged in participating in
the reform process of education.

Sixth, administrative systems in educational institutions should
be radically reformed in order to make it democratic and accounta-
ble.

Seventh, higher educational institutions should be aware of fu-
ture needs and demands of skilled manpower by the government,
businesses and industries and to prepare students accordingly.

Eighth, no quality higher education is possible without a rich and
modernized library. Universities should seek donations of books, jour-
nals and periodicals from foreign contacts.

Ninth, certain universities may be specialized in certain areas/
fields who will help to provide with quality education with limited
resources.
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