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SUMMARY 

Poliukhovych O. P. The Phenomenon of Alienation in Ukrainian Prose of the 

1920s –1940s. – Manuscript. 

Dissertation for receiving the academic degree of Candidate of Philological 

Sciences; Specialization: 10.01.01 – Ukrainian Literature. – National University of    

Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, Kyiv, 2015.  

In the dissertation, the phenomenon of alienation in Ukrainian literature of the 

1920s–1940s is analyzed as an ambivalent phenomenon which includes cultural, historical, 

social, and ideological implications. In Ukrainian prose writings of the 1920s–1930s, 

a destructive type of alienation is maintained, which is shown by an analysis of the literary 

works of Mykola Khvylovy, Borys Antonenko-Davydovych, Yuriy Yanovsky, Mykhailo 

Ivchenko, Yevhen Pluzhnyk, Valerian Pidmohylny, and Oleksa Slisarenko. The 

ЩrШtКРШЧТst ШП tСО tОбts ШП tСО 1920s ШП tСО КЛШЯО ЦОЧtТШЧОН КЮtСШrs Тs К “РrШЮЧНХОss 
rШЦКЧtТМ,” КХТОЧКtОН ПrШЦ trКНТtТШЧКХ tТЦО КЧН sЩКМО, ЧШt belonging to postrevolutionary 

reality. The ЩrШtКРШЧТsts’ “rШШtТЧР ТЧ rШШtХОssЧОss” Тs ТЧtОrЩrОtОН Кs К МОrtКТЧ ЩsвМСШХШРТМКХ 
and axiological problem in the context of their existential searches. 

In Ukrainian prose of the 1920s–1930s, the alienation concept is embodied in the 

following motifs: 1) estrangement from tradition and unbelonging to postrevolutionary 

reality (the writings of Khvylovy, Ivchenko, and Yanovsky); 2) balancing between faith 

КЧН НОsЩКТr (PТНЦШСвХЧв’s Nevelychka drama [A Little Touch of DramaЖ, KСЯвХШЯв’s 
Sentymentalna istoriya [A Sentimental Tale]); 3) gaining new identity in the 

postrevolutionary world (Antonenko-DКЯвНШЯвМС’s Smert [Death]); 4) ideological 

МrШssТЧР (KСЯвХШЯв’s Valdshnepy [The Woodcocks]); 5) illness (the writings of Khvylovy, 

PХЮгСЧвФ’s Neduha [The AilmentЖ, КЧН VвЧЧвМСОЧФШ’s Na toy bik [To the Other Side]); 

6) ОstrКЧРОЦОЧt ПrШЦ tШtКХТtКrТКЧ sШМТОtв КЧН tСО ХШss ШП tСО ЦОКЧТЧР ШП ХТПО (PТНЦШСвХЧв’s  
Povist bez nazvy [A Novel without a TitleЖ) КЧН SХТsКrОЧФШ’s Chorny Anhel [Black Angel]). 
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The phenomenon of alienation is also regarded in the context of existentialist 

ЩСТХШsШЩСТМКХ sЮТМТНО, ТЧ tСО ОбКЦЩХОs ШП VКХОrТКЧ PТНЦШСвХЧв’s Novel without a Title and 

ЇХОФsК SХТsКrОЧФШ’s Black Angel. Critical remarks of the protagonists concern the whole 

world, but implicitly they are based on the criticism of totalitarian society. In their 

philosophy, they alienate themselves from a society which is the consequence of 

theorizing about life in a totalitarian state. Their scepticism is destructive, as despite an 

attempt at self-definition, it leads to personal death. Radical alienation is analyzed as an 

attempt of estrangement from a way of thinking based on ideology. As a result, identity is 

created as a reflected project of self, and is doomed in totalitarian society.  

In the writings of the members of the Mystetsky Ukrainsky Rukh [The Artistic 

Ukrainian MovementЖ, tСО ЩСОЧШЦОЧШЧ ШП КХТОЧКtТШЧ Тs rОРКrНОН Кs tСО КrtТst’s КХТОЧКtТШЧ 
against the background of epoch, intellectual vagabondism (the texts of V. Domontovych); 

tСО ЩСТХШsШЩСв ШП КМtТШЧ КЧН МШЧtОЦЩХКtТШЧ (ВЮrТв KШsКМС’s ХТtОrКrв аШrФs); ХТqЮТН 
ТНОЧtТtв ТЧ IСШr KШstОtsФв’s ПТМtТШЧ. 

V. Domontovych constructs an image of the alienated character who thinks of life 

in the framework of certain styles of epoch (Doktor Serafikus [Doctor Seraficus], Svyaty 

Frantsisk z Assizi [Saint Francis of Assisi], Spraha muzyky [Thirst for Music], Samotniy 

mandrivnyk prostuye po samotniy dorozi [A Lonely Artist Along a Solitary Road], Fransua 

Viyon [Francois Villon], Oy poyikhav Revukha ta po moryu hulyaty [Revukha is Sailing 

the Sea], Pryborkany haidamaka [The Subdued Haidamak]). The image of the Vagabond 

is constructed in the novel Bez gruntu [Without Ground] in which the situation of 

groudlessness is reflected in an ironic mode. The world view of groundlessness empowers 

alienation from society and an attempt to find an alternative in opposition to ideology.  

Declared in the early writings of Yuriy Kosach is the theme of contemplation, 

partly connected wТtС К ЛrОКФ аТtС tСО ЩСТХШsШЩСв ШП ЧКtТШЧКХТsЦ, ТЧ DЦвtrШ DШЧtsШЯ’s 
terms. Eney i zhyttya inshykh [Aeneas and the Lives of Others] designates a new type of 

attitude towards postwar reality, contemplative and philosophical. Also, alienation from 

the nationaХ КЧН МЮХtЮrКХ МШЧtОбt ЩrШЯШФОs МСКrКМtОrs’ ЦОХКЧМСШХв; ШЧ tСО ШtСОr СКЧН, Тt Тs 
a premise of their self-definition (Zaproshennya na Tsyteru [Invitation to Tsytera], 

Skorbna symfoniya [Sorrowful Symphony], Senior Nikolo [Seignior Nikolo]). 

The writings of Ihor Kostetsky are analyzed through the concept of liquid identity 

(ГвРЦЮЧt BКЮЦКЧ). TСТs tвЩО ШП ТНОЧtТtв Тs ЛКsОН ШЧ К МСКrКМtОr’s КЛТХТtв tШ rОtСТЧФ 
her/his image in a situation of crisis. The concept of liquid identity is embodied in such 

topics as name change (double identity) (Tsina lyudskoyi nazvy [The Price of a Human 

Name]), the self-МШЧsМТШЮs МrОКtТШЧ ШП ЩrШtКРШЧТsts’ ТЦКРОs (ЩХКв) (Bozhestvenna lzha 

[The Divine LieЖ), “ТЦКРТЧКrв” ТНОЧtТtв (Poet ta yoho zhenshchyny [The Poet and His 

Women], Povist pro ostanniy sirnyk [The Novel about the Last MatchЖ), tСО “КМtТШЧ-

rОПХОМtТШЧ” НТМСШtШЦв (Pered dnem hryadushchym [Before the Coming Day]), and 

renovation through the Word (Den svyatoho [Saint’s Daв]). In Ukrainian postwar prose of 

the 1940s, the alienation concept is connected with the notions of play and contemplation. 

Thus tСО ПrЮТtПЮХ tвЩО ШП КХТОЧКtТШЧ Тs К ЩОМЮХТКr ПОКtЮrО ШП tСО MUR аrТtОrs’ ХТtОrКrв аШrФs, 
in which alienation can be correlated with a realm of freedom. 

Key words: alienation, identity, ideology, totalitarianism, existentialism, émigré 

literature, aestheticism, play, Modernism. 
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