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BaraTouMcneHHi cKkapru  peniriiHnx rpomag  Ha pilleHHS O0GNMBUKOHKOMY 3 MWTaHb
BOMIOAIHHA Ta KOPUCTYBAHHS  Ky/NbTOBUMW OYAIBAAMU | peniriiHuM MaliHOM 3anuLmamcs
6e3 3a40BoMeHHA. Tinbkn B cepnin-rpyaHi  1991p.  obnacHwWit  cyh  BigMOBMB Y

NpUAHATTI 6am3bko 30  ckapram  penirimHux — opraHisauin - i3 UMX nuTaHb,
MOTUBYKOUM BiMOBY TWUM, LUIO NOPSAOK PO3rNsidy CKapr He BperysbOBaHUiA LWBifIbHO-
npouecyabHUM 3aKOHOAABCTBOM.  AHaNOriyHy no3uuito 3aiiHAB i BepxoBHuit Cyp
YKpaiHW1, SKWMIA 3aiUWIWB Yy CUAi AeKinbka yxBan 06ncyfy 3 UMX NuTaHb. Y 3B’A3KY 3
npo6inamy B 3aKOHOAABCTBI, He 3MOIMN 3aXWCTUTWM  3aKOHHI  iHTepecu peniriiHmx
rpomag i iHWi NpaBOOXOPOHHI opraHu. Lle, B OCHOBHOMY, ckapru Bipytoumx Y ATL Ta
YTL,. 3akoHOofaB4a HEBPErynbOBaHICTb LbOr0 MNWTaHHA  MNpu3Bena A0 YMUCENbHUX
MIDKKOH(ECIHUX KOH(NIKTIB, fKi ,Hepigko. [Mepepoctam B 3104MH.  Lle  apibHi
XyniraHcTBa, HeCaHKLiOHOBaHi BY/IMYHI MOXOAM, nikeTyBaHHa  TowWwo. B okpemunx

BUMAAKax Bipyl4di AN BUPILLIEHHA CBOIX MaWHOBMX MUTaHb BAaBanMcs o
O/0KYBaHHA  LLOCEMHWMX [A0pir i 3anisHuui. MacoBOro xapaktepy Habynu (akTu
CaMOBI/IbHOTO 3aXOMeHHs xpamiB. Cnig 3.3HaYMTK, WO BCi  MailHOBI CyMepevykn B
061acTi BUHUKaIM MiXK BIpYHOUMMU FPEKO-KATONMKaMK Ta MpaBOC/aBHUMU.

Melnichuk J.
(Kharkov, Ukraine)

WHY UKRAINIAN WOMEN DO NOT FIGHT FOR THEIR
RIGHTS:

PERSPECTIVES OF FEMINIST MOVEMENTS DEVELOPMENT
IN THE UKRAINE

Looking ai the lives of women in our country one can observe a striking
paradox on the one hand, today women are obviously in disadvantageous positions
in almost all spheres of social life. Statistical data as to the leadership positions,
promotion  opportunities,  employment structure, learning rates can easily prove this.
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On the other hand, such a position is not regarded by women as inferior. They do
not feel themselves discriminated or handicapped in the society. Moreover, any
attempt to raise this issue meets an apparent incomprehension in the  society in
general and women particularly. Why does it occur? Why do feminist movements, so
popular and widespread in the West, become an object of jokes in the Ukraine?

In analysing this problem the question  of  general approach becomes
.probably, the most important. There is no use accusing Ukrainian women of being blind
and trying to dress them in feminmst clothes. Logic is usually absent in thé
explanations of an observer, not in the actions of those who are observed. Therefore,
it would be much more scientific if we try to uderstand such an unusual behaviour and to
find it very logical.

The beginning point of my paper is that “feminist consciousness” represent
itself a strict Western phenomenon with special attitudes towards a woman and her
place and role in the society which could fail to work in other social and cultural
conditions. | hope to show that this is the case with Ukraine.

Interesting arguments could be found from a comparative study of feministic
movements in the post communist countries of Eastern Europe (Poland, Hungary,
Czech and Slovac Republics) where similar tendencies are observed.

In regards to the limited number of academic studies on such a problem 1 am
going to focus primarily on journal scientific sources: “Social Research”, “In Depth”,
“The Review of Politics”, “American Journal of Sociology” etc. Speical attention
would be given to information coming from Ukrainian mass media on modem women
movements.

——————— —Fhe main thesis of my paper is that existing Ukrainian society moral
and ‘cultural orientations,  social perceptions, psychological attitudes do not allow
“feminist conciousness” to develop. The only thing wc can do as social scientists is to
ask ourselves again: is it necessary for the Ukrainian woman to Irecome a feminist
especially if she does not to.

C oaobhob A.
(Anbib, YnpaHia)



