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EAST GREEK AND CORINTHIAN POTTERY FROM THE
SO-CALLED OLBIAN SUBURB (EXCAVATIONS 2015—2021)

This article deals with East Greek and Corinthian
painted wares found during the excavations of the so-
called suburb of Olbia. The analysis of the imported
painted and plain tableware and special vessels allows
us to conclude that the formation of this ceramic
complex began in the last quarter of the 6th century BC.
Based on this, it is assumed that the development of the
territory to the of west of Zaiacha Ravine began during
this time. The construction of a defensive system with
moat and rampart led to the allocation of a new zone
of Olbia city due to the growth of the urban population.

Keywords: Olbia Pontica, chronology, suburb, East
Greek and Corinthian pottery.

Introduction

In the course of seven years (2015—2021),
excavations were carried out on the territory of
the so-called Olbian suburb within the framework
of the Ukrainian-German research project
“Ancient Urban Development at the Edge of
the Greek Oikumene. Archaeological Research
in the Suburban Area of Olbia Pontica” on the
basis of the Olbian International Archaeological
Expedition of the Institute of Archaeology of NAS
of Ukraine!. The main focus of the project is to
study the historical topography of Olbia by means
of archaeological research and multidisciplinary

* BUISKYKH Alla Valeriivna — Dr. Hab., Corresponding
member of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine,
Deputy Director, Institute of Archaeology, National
Academy of Sciences, ORCID: 0000-0001-7233-1288,
abujskikh@ukr.net
FORNASIER Jochen — Prof. Dr. Hab., Institute of Art
History and European Archaeologies, Martin Luther
University, Halle-Wittenberg, Halle (Saale), Germany,
ORCID: 0000-0002-1660-8251, jochen.fornasier@altertum.
uni-halle.de
KUZMISHCHEV Oleksandr Hennadiiovych — Ph. D.,
Research Fellow, Institute of Archaeology, National
Academy of Sciences, Department of Classical Archaeology,
ORCID: 0000-0003-2718-7111, a.kuzm@ukr.net

' The project was initiated with Goethe University, Frankfurt
am Main (2015—2019) and continues with Martin Luther
University, Halle-Wittenberg (2020—2025); the project
co-directors are Jochen Fornasier and Alla Buiskykh. The
project’s fieldwork is funded by the German Research
Foundation (DFG), no. FO 497/2.

studies on the settlement structure revealed by
Yu. I. Kozub to the west of Zaiacha Ravine in Olbia
in 1964. Following Yu. I. Kozub, this structure
entered historiography as an urban suburb, as
mentioned by Herodotus (Herod. IV, 78-79). After
geophysical prospection, which helped to define the
extent of the suburb to 25 ha?, several excavations
were made on this territory. The sectors for the
investigations were chosen in different areas in
order to discover structures of different sizes and,
probably, to the extent that could be inferred from
the geophysical survey (fig. 1). As a result, it was
possible to identify several deepened structures in
the mainland and above-ground building objects
of different functional purposes: residential and
household complexes consisting of dwellings,
pits and hearths; the section of a defensive system
composed moat and reduced rampart and other
constructions which we interpreted as having been
used for cult purposes (main publications on the
project: Fornasier, Buiskykh, Kuzmiscev, Patzelt,
Helfert, Kratzsch 2017; Fornasier, Buiskykh,
2021; Fornasier, Buiskykh, Kuzmishchev 2022;
Buiskykh, Fornasier 2022).

The present article attends to one controversial
point which remained unexplained after previous
excavations. It is about chronology and the
archaeological materials from the end of the
6" century BC. Yu I. Kozub did not associate
them with the suburb. She attributed them to a
settlement which, from her point of view, existed
here earlier and therefore preceded the appearance
of the suburb, and she dated the constructions of
the suburb to the middle of the 5" century BC (Ko-
3y0 1979, c. 3-4). This conclusion was developed
with the assumption that the reduction of the
Olbian chora at the end of the first quarter of the
5% century BC coincided with the appearance of
residential structures in the suburb, to which, as
the author of this idea believed, the indigenous
chora inhabitants, in other words barbarians, were

2 The cycle of geophysical research was carried out by Arno
Patzelt with financial support of the Fritz Thyssen Founda-
tion.
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relocated. According to this interpretation, the
suburb itself was considered a kind of reservation
for the potential slaves of the polis (Mapdenko
1982, ¢. 135). This interpretation has managed to
gain approval in historiography (Bunorpaaos 1989,
c. 101). The decline of the suburb was attributed
to events associated with the recolonisation of the
chora in the first half of the 4" century BC, which
only strengthened the assumption of a century and
a half of agricultural workers used by the polis
for work on the chora territory (Mapuenko, 1982,
c. 136). It is now clear that all these questions have
long been waiting for a full-fledged and reasoned
revision.

This is why chronology became one of the main
questions while planning the work on the project;
it turned out to be the foundation on which all the
subsequent interpretation was built. The collection
of ceramic materials accumulated during the years
of fieldwork turned out to be quite presentable and
allowed us not only to define certain buildings
accurately enough, but also to make general
considerations concerning the chronology of the
main stages of the existence of this vast settlement
structure, and on this basis to correct the earlier
conclusions of the general historical development.

Analytics

In this article, we are interested in the earliest
phase associated with the appearance of the so-
called suburb and the dating of its early buildings.
The basis for detailed dating is several types of
imported pottery, first of all, East Greek tableware
and Corinthian pottery’. The collection studied
consists of 229 fragments and restored tableware
and special vessels of East Greek origin, including
Chios, and 26 Corinthian pieces, without taking
into account those cases where several fragments
belonged to the same vessel*.

The consideration of East Greek imports in the
Ionian colonial centres traditionally begins with

3 Another type of ceramic import that gives narrow dating,
Athenian pottery, is beyond the scope of our work and is
the subject of a separate publication.

4 Since large collections of East Greek and Corinthian pot-

tery from Olbia, including those from excavations of the
so-called suburb before 2015, and from Borysthenes and
the sites of the Olbian chora, have already been published
as detailed catalogues with an exhaustive bibliography of
finds of these ceramics at Mediterranean and Black Sea
sites (Byiickux, Byiickux 2010; Byiickux 2013; Byiickux
2019); in this paper, to save space, only the most necessary
reference apparatus is given.

Milesian vessels. These vessels are in the Fikellu-
ra style: the rim of a table amphora (fig. 2: 1) and
an amphoriskos (fig. 2: 2). The rim, decorated with
oblique and not very accurate tongue ornament,
most likely belongs to one of the late groups (N,
0O, P, R, Q according to R. Cook) and is dated with-
in the last third of the 6" century BC (Cook 1936,
p. 26-39). Vessels with such decorations are well
represented in the ceramic collection of Olbia and
Borysthenes (bytickux 2013, xar. 1.10-1.23; 2019,
katr. 1.213-1.219). The amphoriskos, the body of
which is decorated with a dotted reticulation with
crosses and crescents in the lower part, also dates
from the third quarter to the end of the 6™ centu-
ry BC (Cook 1936, p. 48-49). The full analogy
for such a vessel comes from the excavations of
the necropolis of lalysos in Rhodes (Jacopi 1929,
fig. 266). Similar amphoriskoi are known in Olbia,
including in the burial of the city necropolis, and
in Borysthenes (byiickux 2013, kar. 1.216, 1.222,
1.223,1.236, 1.241-1.243; 2019, xar. 1.236, 1.240;
CkynuoBa 1988, kar. 232;).

We also found two monochrome Milesian
amphoriskoi. A high conical vessel on a flat
foot, decorated with thin bands in the bottom
part and below the shoulders (fig. 2: 3), is well
known in ceramic complexes of the end of the 6™
century BC in Olbia (byiickux 2013, kat. 1.244-
1.249). Such an amphoriskos was found in a
burial site of the Olbian necropolis located in
close proximity to the suburbs. It emerged at
the same time as the separation of the area west
of the Upper City into a residential area and a
necropolis took place (Buiskykh, Ivchenko 2021,
fig. 14: 4). Amphoriskoi of this type are known
in the necropolis of Camirus in Rhodes (Jacopi
1931, fig. 99: 161, 181, 190, 192, 198, 150, 279;
Jacopi 1932, fig. 12). Judging by the elongated
body (fig. 2: 4), the bottom part of the second
amphoriskos on a profiled foot copies the shape
of a transport amphora of the early 5" century
BC; such vessels have also been found in Olbia
and in Borysthenes (Byi#ickux 2013, kar. 1.250-
1.252; 2019, kar. 1.293-1.295).

The North lonian ware is represented by its
late types. These are fragments of black-figure
vessels — a table amphora with the depiction
of a grazing bull (?) (fig. 3: 1) and an olpe with
the depiction of a hand with faenia, most likely a
dancing comast (fig. 3: 2). Stylistically, the table
amphora belongs to the Clazomenian circle; its
date is closer to the last third of the 6™ century BC,
since the drawing is cursory, sloppy and the details
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Fig. 1. Territory of Olbian suburb with sectors of excavations in 2015-2021: / — Hexp.-4; 2 — Hexkp.-7; 3 — I1-1; 4 — I1-2;
5 — Sector “Orient”, necropolis excavations. The dotted line shows the moat route. Source — Google Earth platform
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Fig. 2. Milesian pottery: / — 0-2018/I1-1/656; 2 — 0-2018/T1-1/90, 422; 3 — O0-2016/Hexp.-4/548; 4 — O-2016/Hekp.-7/183

lack purple. As for the small fragment of the olpe,  human figures. Such vessels are already known in
the fluent stylistics of the image unmistakably  the necropolis of Olbia (Cxymuoa 1988, kar. 254);
point to late North Ionian vase painting, which  they also come from the section of the necropolis
is characterised by exaggerated and elongated  closest to the suburbs (Buiskykh, Ivchenko 2021,
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Fig. 3. Clazomenian and North Ionian (Clazomenian circle) pottery: I — O-2021/11-1/474; 2 — 0O-2019/11-2/283;
3—0-2021/11-1/770; 4 — O-2015/Hexkp.-4/305; 5 — O-2015/Hexkp.-4/523; 6 — O-2016/Hexkp.-4/5; 7 — O-2015/Hexp.-4/724;
8 — 0-2016/Hexp.-4/657; 9 — 0-2021/11-1/70; 10 — O-2020/11-2/212
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Fig. 4. Clazomenian and North Ionian (Clazomenian circle) pottery: I — 0O-2016/Hekp.-4/20; 2 — O-2018/11-1/202;

3 — 0-2020/11-2/103; 4 — O-2021/11-1/70

fig. 18: 3). Table amphorae with the image of an
octopus in a metope (fig. 3: 3) belonging to the
Enmann class with a dating of 530—520 BC
correlate with the imitation of the Clazomenian
style (Cook 1952, p. 136, 147). Such vessels are
already known in the ceramic collection of Olbia
(Bytickux 2013, kat. 4.47) and they are particularly
abundant in Borysthenes (Koneiikuna 1979, c. 15,
puc. 12; Unpuaa 2010, xat. 35-43; byiickux 2019,
Kart. 5.25-5.27).

The study of late types of East Greek ceram-
ics from the suburb looks productive against the
background of comparing collections of two
sites — Borysthenes, where these ceramics are
already almost absent, and Chersonesus, where,
in contrast, these materials only just emerge. This
observation is fully applicable to the Knipovich

class table amphorae with rows of scales (fig. 3:
4—38), which date to 530—510 BC (Cook 1952,
p. 137-138; Cook, Dupont 1998, p. 102). As a
rule, in closed complexes after 500 BC such ves-
sels are extremely rare, and even then, they are
most likely associated with an earlier horizon
(e.g., Nymphaion: Jlomxansckuii, Yuctos, 2003,
c. 5, puc. 5; Unbuna, Yucros 2012b, tadmn. 118,
10). In Olbia and in Borysthenes, their numbers
are abundant (CxymuoBa 1988, kar. 25; Bylickux
2013, xat. 4.101-4.223; 2019, c. 126, kar. 5.45-
5.55; Komeiikuaa 1979, c. 18-19, puc. 19—20).
They are also present in the settlements of the
Olbian chora Velyka Chornomorka-2, Beikush,
Chortuvate-7 and Stara Bohdanivka-1 (byiickux
C., byiickux A. 2010, puc. 4: 23—25; 12: 15—
17; 20: 1—2; 22: 6). In contrast, such vessels do
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Fig. 5. Simple-waved table amphorae: / — O-2015/Hexp.-
4/722; 2 — 0-2016/Hekp.-4/547; 3 — O-2015/Hekp.-4/663;
4 — 0-2015/Hexp.-4/608; O-2016/Hekp.-4/42; 5 — O-2017/
Hexkp.-4/201

not exist in the early collections of Chersonesus,
which allows us to confirm their production be-
fore 494 BC, the time of the conquest of Ionia by
the Persians.

The production of large table amphorae, the
bodies of which are decorated with alternating
bands of glaze and purple separated by thin bands
of white paint (fig. 3: 9), is connected with the North
Ionian centres. These vessels were thought to be
dated at the end of the 6" century BC, although it is
now clear that they were used for a longer period,
including the first half of the 5" century BC,
judging by the presence of such fragments in the
early ceramic complexes of Chersonesus (PsikoB,
Jlecnas 2018, puc. 1: 1). The painting of a large
half-closed vessel in the form of carelessly applied
multi-petaled palmettes with white dots (fig. 3: 10)
can also be considered an imitation of Clazomenian
vase painting. An identical vessel is already known
in Olbia (by#ickux 2013, kat. 4.60). Judging by the
manner of painting, it could have been produced
before the turn of the 6™ to the 5" century BC or
at the very beginning of the 5" century BC. The
rounded, glazed rims (fig. 4: 1) and flat circular
feet (fig. 4: 2—4) are related to the North Ionian
table amphorae — the whole amphora with scale
ornament from the Olbia necropolis has exactly

such a foot (CxynnoBa 1988, kar. 25). One of the
feet has a perforated bottom (fig. 4: 3), indicating
that the vessel was used for ritual libations.

Table amphorae and other vessels with simple
wave decoration on the neck and body (fig. 5:
1—5) were also produced in various Ionian centres
during the entire 6™ century BC. The closed
forms of olpai, lekythoi or large domestic wares
decorated with one or two rows of loops, however,
are usually associated with North lonian centres
or their imitations (see, e.g., the North Aegean
imitations: Ersoy 2004, p. 58-59, fig. 19; Perron
2013, p. 133-140). The Olbian ceramic complex
yields high numbers of such forms for the late 6™
and early 5" century BC (Byiickux 2013, kat. 9.11-
9.29).

Among the materials of the suburb, a signifi-
cant number of small table amphorae with a rib on
the neck and one-handle vessels of the olpe and le-
kythos type with glazed bands on the body and the
edge of the rim draw attention. Table amphorae, as
arule, had a continuous light slip around the body;
glaze covered the upper part of the neck and raised
handles; several bands of glaze, sometimes alter-
nating with purple, were centred along the body
and in the bottom part; under the neck was a belt
of doubled spots of glaze and white paint; the up-
per part of the low base was accented with a glazed
band (fig. 6: 1—2; 7: 1—14). Such amphorae were
produced from the beginning of the 5" century BC
to the middle or third quarter of the 5* century BC
and are already known in the building complexes
of the suburb and central part of Olbia (Byiickux
2013, xar. 9.99-9.121). They are also well repre-
sented in the early classical ceramic complex of
Chersonesus (PepkoB, Jlecnas 2018, puc. 1: 4;
Jlecnas 2020, puc. 3: 1—16). Complete vessels
are known in the necropoleis of Rhodes (Jacopi
1929, fig. 174; Jacopi 1931, fig. 149, 156). Banded
olpai and lekythoi (figs. 6, 3; 7, 10) may well be-
long to local Olbian production; such vessels were
in use almost throughout the entire 5" century BC.

Among the materials from the so-called
suburbs, there is also a large number of open
forms — Ionian bowls with everted and straight
rims. Bowls with everted rim are represented by
the latest versions, both imported and probably
made locally (fig. 8: 1—5, 9, 1—2). Similar
vessels were produced in the last quarter of
6" — very early 5™ century BC. They are known
in considerable quantity in Olbia, including
in complexes dating before 500 BC (Byiickux
2013, kat. 5.61-5.71) and in the cultural layer
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Fig. 6. Simple-banded table amphorae (/—2) and ajug (3): / — 0-2017/Hekp.-4/53, 147, 2— 0-2020/11-2/10,213; 3— 0-2019/11-2/418

of the section of the city necropolis closest to 2019, c. 204, puc. 2: 2—15; 3, 1—5), with single
the suburb (Buiskikh, Ivchenko 2021, fig. 18: finds of such vessels originating from the early

6—7). Interestingly, they are known in significant  collection of Chersonesus (Jlecnas 2020, c. 100,
numbers in Nikonion (Cekepckas, Byiickux  puc. 1: 1—5).
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Fig. 7. Simple-banded table amphorae and jugs (I—9, 11—14), a lekythos (10): 1 — O-2017/Hekp.-4/54, 57; 2 — O-2016/
Hexp.-4/665; 3 — O-2019/11-2/359; 4 — O-2017/ Hekp.-4/55; 5 — O-2019/11-2/115; 6 — O-2019/T1-2/530; 7 — O-2018/Hexkp.-
7/25; 8§ — 0-2018/Hekp.-7/79; 9 — 0O-2015/ Hekp.-4/99; 10 — O-2018/11-2/31; 11 — O-2019/11-2/282; 12 — O-2015/Hexp.-
4/134; 13 — 0-2015/Hekp.-4/313; 14 — O-2018/11-1/361

Finds of bowls with a displaced edge are repre-  called Paros cups produced on the island of Tha-
sented by another variant of forms (fig. 9: 3—4),  sos in the late 6" century BC (Blondé, Perreault,
which are believed to be imitations of the so-  Péristéri 1992, p. 24 ff., fig. 11: 8—11; 12: 8—9;
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Fig. 8 lonian cups with everted rims: 7 — O-2015/Hexkp.-4/74; O-2016/Hexkp.-4/37; 2 — O-2015/Hekp.-4/16, 786; 3 — O-2015/
Hexkp.-4/810; O-2016/Hekp.-4/546; 4 — O-2016/Hekp.-4/719; 5 — O-2018/11-1/317
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Fig. 9. Tonian cups with everted rims: / — O-2017/Hexkp.-4/16; 2 — O-2018/I1-1/258, 421; Thasian imitations of Parian cups:
3—0-2021/11-1/670; 4 — O-2021/I1-1/670a; cups with dotted rosettes: 5 — O-2017/Hexp.-4/236; 6 — O-2018/I1-1/657; simple-
banded cups: 7 — O-2016/Hekp.-4/433; 8§ — O-2018/11-1/30; 9 — O-2018/P-1/382; 10 — O-2018/11-1/200; /1 — O-2016/
Hexkp.-4/257,258,271; 12— 0-2016/Hexp.-4/543; 13 — O-2016/Hexp.-4/43; 14 — O-2015/Hekp.-4/490; 15— O-2015/Hexkp.-
4/662; 16 — O-2015/Hexp.-4/72; O-2016/Hekp.-4/41, 266
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Fig. 10. Simple-banded dishes and plates (/—3), a lekane (6), a crater (7): / — 2016/Hexp.-4/256; 2 — 2015/Hexkp.-4/423;

0-2016/Hekp.-4/412-413; 3 — O-2017/Hexp.-7/314; 4 — 0-2021/11-1/626; 5 — O-2017/Hexp.-4/197; 6 — O-2016/Hexp.-7/5;
7 — 0-2021/T1-1/166
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Fig. 11. Simple-banded miniature olpai (/—I/0), an amphoriskos (//), miniature olpai with glazed neck (/12—13), a
miniature vessel (/4): I — 0O-2016/Hekp.-4/265; 2 — 0O-2016/Hekp.-4/520; 3 — O-2016/Hexp.-4/545; 4 — 0O-2016/
Hekp.-4/262; 5 — 0-2016/Hekp.-4/267, 268; 6 — 0O-2017/Hekp.-4/60; 7 — 0O-2018/11-1/650; 8§ — 0O-2020/11-2/281;
9 — 0-2021/11-1/3; 10 — O-2019/11-2/83; 11 — O-2016/Hekp.-4/656; 12 — O-2016/Hexp.-4/40; 13 — O-2016/Hexp.-4/38,
255; 14 — O-2018/11-1/485, 649
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Fig. 12. lonian askoi: I — O-2015/Hekp.-4/488; 2 — 0-2016/Hekp.-4/39; 3 — 0-2018/11-1/319; 4 — 0-2021/T1-1/257,

5 —0-2019/11-2/19

14: 13—5). It was at this time that the mass impor-
tation of the Thasian painted ceramics and wine in
transport amphorae to Olbia began; finds of such
cups in Olbia, in Borysthenes and at the chora set-
tlements are numerous (bylickux C., bylickux A.
2010, puc. 5: 11—12; 24: 3—4; byiickux 2013,
Kar. 12.1-12.22; 2019, kat. 6.134-6.137).

The following open forms are numerous
bowls, among which is a fragment of a hemi-
spherical bowl with vertical rays in the area of the
handles and dotted rosettes (fig. 9: 6), which were
in use until the end of the 6™ century BC (Kersch-
ner 2006, S. 243). Such bowls, in addition to Ol-
bia itself, are known in chora settlements up to
the Gulf of Odessa — the settlement of Prymor-

skyi Bulvar and in Nikonion (byiickux, Penuna
2015, puc. 14: 1—2; Cexepckasi, byiickux 2019,
puc. 4: 1—2). There is also a later derivative
form, in which the dotted rosettes are absent and
the purple bands in the interior become thin lines
(fig. 9: 5). It is possible that this variant can be
dated to the turn of the 6" to the 5" century BC
or the very beginning of the 5 century BC. Most
likely, there are such fragments in the early ce-
ramic collection of Chersonesus (Jlecnas 2020,
puc. 1: 6 7). Conversely, in the collection of Bo-
rysthenes, such fragments are literally singular
(byiickux 2019, kar. 3.174), but are also known
in Nikonion (Cexepckas, byiickux 2019, puc. 4:
3—o6).
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Fig. 13. Chianpottery: / — 0-2017/Hexkp.-7/235; 2— 0-2010/Hekp.-7/64, 126; 3 — O-2016/Hekp.-4/286; 4 — O-2018/I1-1/487,
5 — 0-2017/Hexp.-4/63; 6 — O-2016/Hexp.-4/552; 7— O-2016/Hexp.-4/285; § — O-2016/Hexkp.-4/284; 9 — O-2017/Hexp.-
4/203; 10 — O-2017/Hexp.-4/200; 11 — O-2018/T1-1/122; 12 — O-2016/Hekp.-4/283; 13 — O-2017/Hexp.-4/61

A set of bowls with curved or bent edge, sitting
on a flat pedestal or on a ring, with wide and thin
bands on the inner wall together with a foot of
a late Ionian crater, have a wide dating and are
characteristic for the last quarter and the end of the
6™ — the first half of the 5" century BC (fig. 9:
7—16; 10, 1—7). Such bowls are abundantly
represented in the collection of Olbia (Byfickux
2013, kar. 9.216-9.273). They are also found in the
late complexes of Borysthenes (Mnbpuna, Yuctos

2012a, Tabn. 106, 1-8). Moreover, such bowls
appear in the early collection of Chersonesus
(PeokoB, Jlecnas 2018, puc. 1: 5). Numerous
miniature olpai with double bands along the
shoulders or, in the latest forms, without bands
at all are also dated to the turn of the 6™ to the
5% century BC (fig. 11: 1—13) (Byiickux 2013,
Katr. 9.151-9.152; 2019, kar. 6.141-6.142), as is a
miniature pyxis with thin glazed bands (fig. 11:
14).
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Fig. 14. Corinthian miniature cotylai: / — O-2015/Hexp.-4/100; 2 — 0-2021/P-1/259; 3 — O-2015/Hekp.-4/611; 4 — O-2016/
Hekp.-4/280; 5 — 0O-2018/11-1/569; 6 — 0-2017/Hekp.-4/206; 7 — 0O-2015/Hekp.-4/272; 8§ — 0O-2015/Hekp.-4/610;
9 — 0-2016/Hekp.-4/279; 10 — O-2015/Hexp.-4/727; O-2016/Hexp.-4/552, 721; 11 — O-2021/T1-1/27; 12 — O-2016/Hexp.-

4/553; 13 — O-2021/11-1/346

Special forms of Ionian simple-banded pottery
are represented by askoi. Among them, there is a
neck of a large North Ionian or Clazomenian type
of the last quarter of the 6" century BC (fig. 12:
1); a more precise attribution cannot be given
due to its fragmentary preservation. Such askoi
are known in Olbia (Koneiikuna 1979, puc. 15;
Byiickux 2013, xar. 9.194-9.195). The remaining
fragments of askoi (fig. 12: 2—5) correlate with
vessels with a broad dating within the second half
of the 6™ century BC. They are widely represented
in the ceramic collection of Olbia (bytickux 2013,
kar. 9.183-9.193).

Chian pottery from the excavations of the sub-
urb include a significant number of different forms.
The earliest of them is the wall from a black-figure
chalice of the Comast Group (fig. 13: 1). The con-
ical shape of the chalice and the fluent style of the
painting (a small fragment does not allow us to say
anything for sure about the nature of the already
very stylized image) leads us to conclude that this
vessel is probably one of the most recent among
the vessels of this type and most likely belongs to
group E or F with a dating of 560—540 BC (Lem-
os 1991, p. 189). Findings of chalices of the Co-
mast Group, both early and late variants, are well
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Fig. 15. Corinthian pottery: / — O-2015/Hexp.-4/325; 2— O-2015/Hexkp.-4/324; 3 — O-2017/Hekp.-4/196; 4 — O-2015/Hexp.-
4/609; 5 — 0-2021/11-1/769; 6 — O-2015/Hexp.-4/773; 7— O-2015/Hexkp.-4/250; § — O-2018/11-1/651; 9 — O-2020/11-2/105
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Fig. 16. Corinthian pottery: a pyxis (1), pyxis’ ieads (2—23), plates (4—J5), a coarse ware (6): / — O-2015/Hekp.-4/393; 2— 0-2016/
Hexkp.-7/19; 3 — O-2016/Hexp.-7/177; 4 — O-2016/Hexp.-4/261; 5 — O-2019/11-2/429; 6 — O-2015/Hexp.-4/790
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known in the collections of Borysthenes and Ol-
bia (Mnpuna 2005, kar. 124-128; Byiickux 2013,
kar. 10.16-10.23; 2019, kar. 8.77-8.97;). Interest-
ingly, another late black-figure vessel of another
group — a miniature pot — was found in the sub-
urb (byt#ickmx 2013, xar. 10.95). Therefore, finds
from the territory of the Olbian suburb suggest a
longer production of such vessels. It should also be
noted that these vessels are now the earliest in the
collection of table ceramics of the suburb.

Next in chronological order are monochrome
slipped chalices with thin bands of red or orange
glaze (fig. 13: 2—3). The light curvature of the wall
at the bottom of one of the vessels indicates its dat-
ing within the end of the 6" century BC (Byiickux
2013, kar. 10.141-10.144). Among the Chian pot-
tery of the suburbs there is a unique vessel — a
bottom wall of an askos (fig. 13: 4). Such a ves-
sel is up to now only known in the ceramic collec-
tion of Olbia (by#ickux 2013, kar. 10.104). Min-
iature olpai are also represented in large numbers
(fig. 13: 5—10). These vessels are usually found
in large quantities in the urban layers of Olbia, in
the necropolis burials and chora settlements and
in Borysthenes from the last quarter of the 6™ —
early 5" century BC (Cxynnoa 1988, kart. 59; 60;
97;102; 194; 215; byiickux 2013, kar. 10.156-
10.173; 2019, kar. 8.115-8.121; byiickux C.,
byiickux A. 2010, puc. 10: 14; 13, 14—16; 21: 3;
25, 5—6; Unenna 2005, kat. 229-244;).

It should be noted that a significant number
of finds of Corinthian pottery belongs, without
exception, to the late Second Corinthian period,
i.e. after 540 BC (for a more precise chronology of
painted Corinthian pottery see: Dehl-von-Kaenel
1995, S. 32-42). These are, first of all, miniature
skyphoi or cotylai, mainly with zigzag (fig. 14:
1—6), meander (fig. 14: 7—=8) or drop-shaped
decoration (fig. 14: 11) between the handles; in a
few cases the decoration is unclear (fig. 14: 9—10,
12—13). In addition to the miniature forms, there
are also finds of black-glazed skyphoi, including
the one with the thin rays in the lower part (fig. 15:
1—9); these vessels were produced simultaneously
with the miniature forms. The find of a fragment of
a so-called powder pyxis — with concave walls
decorated with vertical wavy tongues (fig. 16: 1)
is a single specimen. There are also a lid to a pyxis
of this type (fig. 16: 2) and a handle from a lid
for a pyxis with convex walls (fig. 16: 3). These
vessels were made, most likely, in White Style
(more details about this style: Bykuna 2012, c. 55).
A fragment of a monochrome plate decorated

with thin bands of red paint (fig. 16: 4) and a
one-handled bowl with traces of red paint on the
inner and outer walls (fig. 16: 5) were also found.
Finally, a fragment of a thick-walled flat-bottomed
household vessel, roughly shaped, most probably
not produced on a potter’s wheel but moulded and
classified as coarse ware (fig. 16: 6) was found.
Probably, it is the bottom part of a deep household
vessel with straight walls (possible analogy of the
shape: Amyx, Lawrence 1975, cat. An 318). It
should be noted that all Corinthian vessels found in
the suburb have numerous analogies in the cultural
layers and building complexes of Olbia (byiickux
2013, c. 189 cn., kar. 13.25-13.46, 13.204-13.276.
13.281-283).

Conclusions

Based on the results of the review of two
groups of ceramic finds and taking into account the
already conducted detailed study of construction
sites (Popnacwe, byiickux, Kyspmumes 2017,
c. 34-43; Fornasier, Buiskykh, Kuzmishchev 2022,
p.- 72-88; Buiskykh, Fornasier 2022, p. 206-212),
we can come to several conclusions. First of all,
the typological distribution of ceramic finds within
the four investigated sectors is of interest’. Sector
Necr.-4 (fig. 1: 1) was located in a residential
area and yielded the largest number of ceramic
fragments from the last quarter of the 6™ century
to the first half of the 5% century BC — 46.5% of
the East Greek pottery and 60% of the Corinthian
pottery. Two of the six askoi (fig. 12: 1—2), the
main number of fragments of Clazomenian type
table amphorae with scales (fig. 3: 4—S8) and
all fragments of simple waved amphorae (fig. 5:
1—5) and over two dozen fragments from other
closed forms, including banded lekythoi, were
found here. Virtually intact vessels of later times
were also revealed, including a banded table
amphora (fig. 6: 1), a miniature olpe (fig. 11: 13)
and fragments from another nine miniature olpai
of earlier times (fig. 11: 1—6, 11—12). Equally
significant is the number of open vessels, a variety
of bowls, including such with everted rims, of
which forty-five were found (fig. 8: 1—4; 9: 1,
5, 7, 11—16; 10: 1—3, 5). Also noteworthy is

> For the convenience of quantitative counting, the finds
from the overlying layers and destruction layers were
combined with the finds from the site fills, especially since
in a number of cases they were collected, including finds
found in different years, or, conversely, fragments of one
vessel were found in different fills.

ISSN 0235-3490 (Print), ISSN 2616-499X (Online). Apxeonocisa, 2023, Ne 3 39



the significant number of various Chian vessels,
constituting half of all finds. Eight fragments
from chalices and miniature olpai were discovered
(fig. 13: 2—3, 5—10, 12—13). Corinthian vessels
were intensively used, 15 specimens of them were
found. Dominating among the finds are miniature
skyphoi or cotylai (fig. 14: 1—3, 6—10, 12),
normal-sized skyphoi (fig. 15: 1—4, 6—7) and a
plate fragment (fig. 16: 4); there are also special
vessels used in everyday life, mainly pyxides
(fig. 16: 1—2), and vessels used in house economy
(fig. 16: 6). Such a diverse set of utensils in
quantitative and qualitative respects is also typical
for residential areas of Olbia at the same time.

The sector of the defensive moat, Nekr.-
7 (fig. 1: 2), on the contrary, yielded the lowest
number of such finds, respectively 4% of the East
Greek pottery and 4% of the Corinthian pottery;
that in general is not surprising. At the same time,
we should note that the set of these vessels does
not differ from those found in the residential area,
along the edge of which the ditch route passed.
Among them, there is a fragment of a Chian
chalice of the Comast Group, the earliest in the so-
called suburb (fig. 13: 1), and a fragment from a
large Corinthian pyxis’ lid (fig. 16: 3).

Sector P-1 (fig. 1: 3), associated with the cult
construction, which we previously associated
with a possible place of worship of Demeter
(Fornasier, Buiskykh, Kuzmishchev 2022, p. 84-
88), yielded 20.2% of the East Greek pottery and
24% of the Corinthian pottery. This is where the
earliest pottery was found, represented by large
shapes: both Milesian vessels, a fragment from a
table amphora and a Fikellura-style amphoriskos
(fig. 2: 1—2), both fragments of black-figure
table amphorae of the Clazomenian circle
(fig. 3: 1, 3) and a foot from such an amphora
(fig. 4: 2, 4). Also among the rarer finds is a foot
of a late Ionian crater (fig. 10: 7). Three of the
six askoi were also found here, including two
Ionian banded (fig. 12: 3—4) and a Chian one
(fig. 13: 4). In addition, a significant number
of open vessels, like bowls of various shapes
(fig. 8:5;9,2,6,8—10; 10: 4). Both fragments
of Thasian imitations of Paros’ cups were also
found in the fillings of this object (fig. 9: 3—4).
A comparatively small quantity of Chian pottery
attracts attention. Apart from the askos fragment,
only one fragment of a miniature olpe was found
(fig. 13: 11). Six Corinthian skyphoi were also
found, including four miniature vases (fig. 14:
2,5, 11,13; 15: 5. 8).

Sector P-2 (fig. 1: 4) revealed a large dugout, in
general atypical for use as a residential structure,
so its purpose remains unclear. Based on the set
of finds it could have been used for cult purposes
(Byiicbkux, ®ophacbe, Kyspmimes 2020, c. 178).
Given the fact that this dugout is located just a few
metres to the north of the previous sector, it seems
likely that the southern area of the Olbian suburb
was indeed used for sacral activity. The study of the
dugout yielded 29.4% of the East Greek and 12%
of the Corinthian pottery. First of all, it is clear that
the set of finds, open and closed forms, are dated
mainly to the 5" century BC; only very little finds
can be dated to the late 6™ century BC. This means
that the buried structure discovered at the site
appeared later than the one discovered at sector
P-1, but it too was in existence longer, namely
during the 5" and, judging by the contents of its
filling, still within the first half of the 4™ century
BC. Among the finds we can distinguish the upper
part of a large storage (?) vessel with the image
of a multi-petaled palmette on the stem, decorated
with white dots. It is probably an imitation of the
Clazomenian style of vase painting (fig. 3: 10).
Such a vessel is already known in Olbia (by¥ickux
2013, kar. 4.60). We also found several complete
shapes and large fragments of vessels such as
table amphorae and olpai (fig. 6: 2—3), a foot of
a table amphora with a perforation for libations
(fig. 4: 3), numerous fragments from table vessels
with a rib on the neck, mutilated tongues under
the neck and bands under the handles (fig. 7: 3,
5—6, 11). It should be noted that open vessels are
represented by literally single fragments; there are
no lonian bowls with displaced rim and almost no
finds of other bowls. One fragment of a banded
askos was discovered (fig. 12: 5). Among the few
finds of Corinthian pottery is an almost completely
preserved monochrome plate with a handle for
hanging (fig. 16: 5).

Therefore, the main conclusion that can be
made from the results of the study of the East
Greek and Corinthian painted and plainware is that
the development of the flat area to the west of the
urban core, limited by Zaiacha Ravine, the territory
of the so-called suburb, began in the last quarter
of the 6% century BC. It is clear, however, that it
appeared in a previously unoccupied territory
rather than overlapping the existing settlement
on this site. Therefore, in principle, there was
no separate settlement to the of west of Zaiacha
Ravine when Olbia was already founded. The
necessity of opening up the new space for further
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development of the settlement structure was most
probably related to the rapid growth of the city’s
population and the need for new areas for the
construction of residential and public buildings,
including religious buildings. The open space and
lack of natural barriers led to the construction of an
artificial defensive system consisting of a moat and
a rampart — the construction of the defensive line
contributed to the separation of the new settlement
area from the growing urban necropolis as well
(Buiskykh, Fornasier 2022, p. 205-211). Most
likely, deepened residential structures appeared
simultaneously with the construction of defensive
frontiers. At least in the southern part of the
enclosed area other objects, like those connected
with worship, appeared both at the same time with
the earliest residential structures and later, when
the suburb was already a functioning area.

Another equally important conclusion is that
the set of vessels, both those used for eating and
drinking and those of special domestic purpose,
does not differ in any way from similar sets known
from the excavations of the city of Olbia. It is
necessary to pay attention to this point, because
the presence in the fills of such specific domestic
vessels as askoi, miniature olpai and a significant
number of Corinthian vessels does not further
support the idea that the settlement structure of
the suburb was intended to be the home of the
barbarians for the future cultivation of the land of
the chora.

Therefore, the examined imported ceramics found
in the strata and building complexes of the so-called
suburb, along with other finds, allowed us to come to
a different conclusion, which, from our point of view,
objectively reflects the state of the archaeological
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CXITHOTPELIbKA TA KOPUH®CHKA KEPAMIKA 3 OJIbBIMCBHKOIO TEPEAMICTS
(PO3KOITKH 2015—2021 pp.)

VY crarTi npeiCTaBIeHO KOJEKIII0 PO3IICHOTO JIOBI3HOIO IOCYTy, 3i0paHy 3a pe3ysibTaTaMu JOCIIUKEHb Ha TepUTOpIi T.3B.
nepeamicTa B ONbBIT BIANOBIAHO 70 poOiT yKpalHCHKO-HIMEIBKOTO Npoekty 3 ['ere-yHiBepcuterom, ®Ppankdypr-Ha-Maiini
ta Maprin Jliorep-yniBepcurerom ["amne-Birren6epr, 'amne (Himeuunna), mo OyB 3xilicHeHui 3a (iHAHCOBOI MiATPUMKH
Himenpkoro mocmigaumpkoro Topapuctsa. Komekmis ckinanaersest 3 229 GparMeHTiB Ta OKPEMHX HMOCYAWH CX1JHOTPEIbKOTO
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OXO/KeHHs Ta 29 — kopuHdcbkoro. KepamidHuii iMIIOPT BUBYECHO 3a 3arajbHONPUHHATOI METOJUKOI — IOCY] PO3IIIsi-
HyTO a00 3a umeHtpamu BupoOHUITBa (Miner, Knazomenu, Xioc, ®acoc, KopuHd), abo 3rifHO BETUKUX THIOJIOTIYHHUX IPYII
(loHiMchKI KWITIKH, HAIiBC(EPUYHI Yallli, MPOCTUI CMYyracTUH MOCYy, aCKM) BIMOBIZHO 10 BCTAHOBIICHOT XPOHOJIOTIT 3TiTHO
KOKHOI TpynH. B pe3ynbTari BCTaHOBIIECHO, IO HaiipaHinii ()parMEHTH MMiBJCHHO- Ta MiBHIYHOIOHIHCHKOTO MOXO/PKEHHS, 10 Ja-
TYIOTBCS B MEXKaX OCTaHHBOI YBEPTi 6 CTOJITTS 0 H. €.., OyJI0 3HAWICHO Y )KUTIIOBOMY cekTopi (aiystaka Hekp.-4), y 3aroBHEH-
HSIX 3arIHOJICHHUX CIIOPY/I, SIM Ta KYJIbTYPHUX HalllapyBaHHSX, a TAKOXK y BEJIUKIH 3aranbiIeHiil CTpyKTYpi, 10 JOCII/pKyBaIacs
y MiBICHHIN YacTuHi nepenmicts (ninsaka [1-1) Ta Mana KynbToBe Npu3HaueHHA. Y 00°€KTaX, DOCIIKCHUX HA IUX JUISHKAX,
BIIKPUTO 1 HalOLIbITY YaCTHHY KOPUH(CHKUX MOCYIMH CIELIAIFHOTO MPU3HAYCHHS, 30KpeMa, MiHIaTIOPHUX (OPM Ta MIiKCUJL.
Pe3ynbTaToM BHBYCHHS IMIIOPTOBAHOIO PO3MHCHOIO IMOCYIY € HOBa XPOHOJIOTiS PO3BUTKY mepeamicts OubBii Ta 3araiom,
Woro iHTepnpeTanis. Tak, HOBa TEpPUTOPIA Ha 3axix Bij 3as4oi Oaiku, Mo oOMEKyBaja sIpo MicTa, Oylia BKIIOUCHA Y MICHKY
TEPUTOPIIO BiJI TOYATKy OCTAHHBOI YBEPTi 6 CTONITTS 1O H. €.. Yepe3, IMOBIpPHO, pICT HaceleHHs noiica. s tepuTopis i3 3a-
xoxy OyJa 3aXHIIeHa CIeNiaTbHO CTBOPEHOIO JIiHIEF0 000POHH y BUTIISII POBY Ta HACUITHOTO Bairy. Lle o3Havae, o naBHs iges
10. 1. Ko3y6 npo icHyBaHHSI TyT OKPEMOT'O TIOCEJICHHSI, Ha TEPUTOPIi SKOTO y TEPIIiil IIOJIOBHHI 5 CTOMITTS 0 H. €.. 3 SIBUIIOCS
MEPEAMICTSI, BJKE 3AJIMIINIACS YaCcTHHOK icTtopiorpadii. Tak camo, sk i imes K. K. MapueHka npo mepecesieHHs y IepeaMicTs
BapBapChKOTO HACENICHHS 3 XOpH 3a/Ulsi HOro 30epe)KeHHsS [UIs PeKoJIOHi3alii Xxopu 4epe3 cromirrs. Hama iHTeprperaris
TEpUTOPIi Ha 3aXif Bij 3asg40i OaNKK SIK MiChbKOTO paifoHy OJbBii, 0 3’SBHBCS Mi3HILIC SApa MicTa, HE MPOTUPIYUTH TAHUM
I'eponota (Herod. 1V, 78-79).

Knwuoei ciuoea: Omeia [lonmiliceka, XxpoHonoeis, nepeomicms, cXiOHO2peybKka ma KOpuH@coKa Kepamika
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