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THERE WAS ONE place where civil rights
would never be killed with kindness. Most every black
knew that the meanest city in the South, with per-
haps the meanest police in the country, was Bir-
mingham, Alabama. Birmingham was Bull Connor's
town. Commissioner of Public Safety T. Eugene
“Bull” Connor had for years used fear and force to
keep this city of 350,000 people (140,000 of whom
were black) rigidly segregated. If the SCLC wished
to confront a fortress of white supremacy, Birming-
ham was the ultimarte test.

In late 1962 and early 1963, King ‘dn_d his _c"l'
leagues decided they wanted such a confrontation:
Wyatt T. Walker recalled selecting Birmingham
“with the attitude we may not win it, we may lose
everything. But we knew that as Birmin&ham wemc.l
so would .L’n the South. And we felt that lf.we“coul
crack that city, then we could crack any;SIee o

The showdown began on -’\Pri_l )‘"1%3' \\;i‘e
King issued a “Birmingham Manitesto demanding

& ISMEC 8 <oarepated and that blacks
that public facilities be desegregate day, 65 blacks
be hired by local merchants. That same da¥,
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