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Genocide -
any of five acts of persecution or 

destruction committed with intent 
to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,

ethnical, racial or religious group

 killing members of the group
causing them serious bodily or mental 

harm
 imposing living conditions intended to 

destroy the group
 preventing births
 forcibly transferring children out of the 

group 



Cultural genocide

- is the attempted destruction of a 
group's culture, religion, and identity
- is the systematic destruction of 
traditions, values, language, and other 
elements that make one group of people 
distinct from another.

R. Lemkin in his work "Axis Rule in Occupied 
Europe" (Lemkin, 1944) identified two phases 
of cultural genocide: 

1/ the destruction of the national model of 
the oppressed group

2/ the imposition of the national model of the 
oppressor.



Cultural genocide 

The destruction of the cultural 
heritage of Ukraine is an attack not 
only against the Ukrainian people, 
but also against the world cultural 
heritage

The contribution of any people to 
world culture, revealing unique 
characteristics, forms the wealth of 
humanity in general 

 Destruction of historical and
cultural monuments

 Looting  of cultural values

 The imposition of the national 
model of the oppressor



War in Ukraine:
The Battle for 
Culture

The military aggression of the 
Russian Federation against 

Ukraine led to the most global 
challenges to the preservation of 
the cultural heritage of Ukraine 

since the Second World War. 

The Russian side grossly violates 
international norms and 

UNESCO conventions in the field 
of preservation of cultural 

heritage objects and art 
collections. 



War in Ukraine: The 
Battle for Culture

Ukrainian culture and 
Ukrainian physical 

survival are 
intertwined—

they go hand in hand.



Destruction of historical and cultural monuments 

• 540 crimes against the cultural heritage of in 14 regions and the city of Kyiv, 
including 23 monuments of national significance

• suffered destruction or damage to 34 buildings and complexes of museums
and reserves

• 111 buildings of cultural centers, theaters and libraries

• 48 memorial monuments in honor of outstanding figures and historical
events of the 19th and early 21st centuries













• The Donetsk Regional Drama Theater in Mariupol, built 
in 1960, was mostly destroyed by a Russian strike on 
March 16, 2022. 

• Ukrainian civilians were sheltering there and local 
officials say that about 300 people died in the attack. 







Russian troops mined 
the territory

• Kamyana Mohyla ( “Stone Grave") is 
an archaeological site in Zaporizhzhia
Oblast, Ukraine,  a monument of the 
ancient culture of Ukraine of world 
importance.  Petroglyphs of Kamyana
Mohyla are dated from Upper 
Paleolithic (Kukrek culture) to 
Medieval, with Stone Age depictions 
subjected to most archaeological 
interest. 

• Located in the occupied territory



Ivankiv Historical and Local History 
Museum
the museum was burned down 
after Russian bombardment, with 
the apparent loss of over twenty 
works by the artist Maria 
Prymachenko

"I bow down before the artistic miracle of this 
brilliant Ukrainian.“ 

(Pablo Picasso ) 





Monument to Taras Shevchenko, 
damaged by Russian military shelling, 
Borodyanka, April 7, 2022









Maksymovych Library –
the main scientific library of Kyiv 
National University, 
founded in 1834 together with 
the university. 

The Library  was damaged on 
October 10, 2022  as a result of a 
Russian missile attack on the 
center of Kyiv. 





Public library damaged by Russian forces during their shelling of Chernihiv





Inventory of libraries 
at occupied territories

All books on the history 
of Ukraine, literature, 
and generally 
Ukrainian-language
children's books, 
fiction, and scientific 
literature were included 
in the "extremist" 
category and removed 
and burned



In Luhansk region, the occupiers are burning Ukrainian books

— National Resistance Center



The occupiers are throwing away books 
from the library collections of Pryazovsky
State University.





Book burning in Berlin, 
10 May 1933

“Those who burn 
books will in the end 
burn people”  

(Heinrich Heine, 1822)



“The first step in liquidating a people is 
to erase its memory. Destroy its books, 
its culture, its history. 

Then have someone write new books, 
manufacture a new culture, invent a new history. 
Before long the nation will begin to forget what it 
is and what it was.” 

― Milan Kundera, The Book of Laughter and Forgetting 











Stop teaching the
Ukrainian language
in schools in the
occupied territories

“The Russian occupiers force the parents

of schoolchildren in the occupied territories

to write a refusal to allow their children

to learn the Ukrainian language” 



Education
(occupied 
territories)

“only three
subjects will be
taught in schools: 

Russian
language and
literature, 

Russian history

and
mathematics”.

the imposition of education
by the occupying country
contradicts Article 29 of the
UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child

-

education should be aimed
at fostering respect for the
child's parents, his cultural
identity, 

the language and national
values of the country in
which the child lives, the
country of his origin



«Large-scale theft»:  
How Russia is stealing our cultural heritage

• After 2014, collections of artifacts from the "Tavrian Chersonesus", the
Tavrida Museum in Simferopol, and the Historical and Cultural Museum-
Reserve in Kerch were brought from the occupied Crimea to the Hermitage.

• In 2016, the Tretyakov Gallery exhibited 38 works taken from Feodosia, 
which the artist himself bequeathed to his native city at the exhibition to
mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of I. Aivazovsky. 

• 2014-2021 - The documents of the state archives in the Republic of Crimea
and the city of Sevastopol, as well as the state archives of the Donetsk and
Luhansk regions

• 2022 - Mariupol - removed and exported to Russia more than 2,000 exhibits: 
paintings, archaeological finds, valuable books from all museums

• 2022 - Melitopol Local Museum (Scythian Gold etc.) 
Illegal possession and export of movable cultural values of Ukraine on the territory of the Russian Federation



“Russia "great culture" was always based on looting”

Muscovite resorted to appropriating Ukrainian cultural 
and historical heritage many times throughout its history, 
because its "great culture" was always based on looting

a strategy to undermine the identity of Ukraine as a 
separate country, with own culture and history



Reanimation of symbolic
cultural archetypes –

"a monument is a way to
mark and notice the territory“

(Levchenko)

• Renewal in the occupied territory monuments of
material culture, which contain the basis of the mental
code of the aggressor state

• monuments to V. I. Lenin

• "grandmother with the Soviet flag"



Why Soviet
symbols in

the occupied
territories

Since the idea of
denazification quickly
collapsed as an
explanatory model, it is
easiest to explain the goals
of aggression against
Ukraine to Russian citizens
as an attempt to restore
the USSR, but not as a
communist regime, but as
an empire.



Restore monuments 
to Russian tsars

“…in Kherson intend 
to erect a monument 
to Catherine II”



The impact of the concept of genocide could be 
greatly enriched if the cultural losses that 
occurred through assassination of civilizations 
could be brought before the eyes of the world

Lemkin, Totally Unofficial, 125.
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