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Patriotism is love and attachment to
one’s homeland or devotion to one’s coun-
try. As M. Viroli argues: «Patriotism at-
taches man to his country by a sacred tie.
He must love it as he loves his religion,
and obey it as he obeys his gods. He must
give himself to it entirely. It is a demand-
ing love that admits no distinctions, no
conditions. He must love his country,
whether it is glorious or little-known,
prosperous or unfortunate. He must love
it for its generosity, and also for its sever-
ity» [10, 19]. Intense patriotic feelings are
tightly connected with excitement and
enthusiasm. This connection becomes
clearly visible in the hardest times of na-
tional history. For example, it is written
mostly about manifestations of deep pa-
triotism and great enthusiasm of Poles
while the Kosciuszko Uprising [9, 119],
the Silesian Uprisings [5, 18], the First [6,
190] and the Second World Wars [2, 119],
and other events, which proved the vital-

ity of the Polish people and strengthened
their national consciousness.

The object of this study is the structur-
al-semantic organization of the microfield
«podniecenie». The source of the study is
one of the biggest dictionaries of the Pol-
ish language «Nowy stownik jezyka pol-
skiego» [8]. The illustrative material is
selected by means of the system «Naro-
dowy Korpus Jezyka Polskiego» [7]. The
aim of the article is to study the ethno-
cultural specifics of representation of the
concept of enthusiasm in the microfield
«podniecenie» as a structural part of the
lexical-semantic field of «patriotyzm» in
modern Polish language. The following
tasks were set to achieve this aim: to dis-
tinguish the elements of the microfield
«podniecenie» from the structure of the
lexical-semantic field of «patriotyzmy; to
analyze their central-peripheral organiza-
tion to reveal the semantic relationships
with other microfields at the lexical-se-
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Table 1.

Fragment of the matrix of the semantic microfield «podniecenie»
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mantic field of «patriotyzm»; to establish
the universal and national specific seman-
tic elements of the studied microfield.

To accomplish the assigned tasks the
method of componential analysis is ap-
plied. According to Dirk Geeraerts, «com-
ponential analysis provides a descriptive
model for semantic content, based on the
assumption that meanings can be de-
scribed on the basis of a restricted set of
conceptual building blocks - the semantic
‘components’ or ‘features’» [4, 70]. These
semantic component or semes (as they
are called too) are taking from the dic-
tionary definitions of words forming the
lexical-semantic field. All lexemes and
semes of the field are organized in a se-
mantic matrix. The semantic matrix is
useful way of representing meaning rela-
tions between constituents in the field.
The lexemes are arranged vertically in a
table: the most polysemic lexemes are lo-
cated at the top of the vertical list and
lexemes that have less components of
meaning are at the bottom. Semes are or-
ganized horizontally according to their
frequency. The most frequent semes stand
at top of the list and the infrequent are at
the end (table 1).

According to the results of componen-
tial analyses, it was found, that the seman-
tic microfield «podniecenie» as a part of
the lexical-semantic fields of «patriotyzm»
is formed by 47 words in the modern Pol-
ish language. 17 words constitute the core
of the field, 30 elements are functioning at
the periphery.

The core zone of the microfield is
formed by the lexemes: natchnienie,
szaleristwo, slabosé, niepokdj, euforia,

mania, podniecenie, duch, uniesienie,
sita, gniew, gorgczka, napiecie, zapal,
ekstaza, oddanie, poryw, gorliwos¢.

The central element of the microfield
is the lexeme podniecenie, whose diction-
ary definition describes a state of nervous
tension or irritation, characterized by ex-
cessive activity, excitement, animation,
stimulation, revival: Tymczasem euforia
ulicy i powszechne podniecenie, jakie sig
nam, zyjgcym woéwczas, udzielito, bylo
tamtej pamietnej nocy z 21 na
22 pazdziernika co najmniej przedwczesne
(Janusz Rolicki). This lexeme creates the
largest number of semantic relations with
other elements of the field through the
most frequent seme ‘podniecenie’. On the
other hand, the study shows, that the
meaning of the lexeme podniecenie does
not represent the meaning of the concept
of enthusiasm in Polish linguistic picture
of the world. The other frequent semes in
the semantic microfield «podniecenie»
are stan’ (state), ‘podniecenie’ (excite-
ment), ‘zapal’ (enthusiasm), dziatanie’
(action), ‘napigcie’ (tension), energia’ (en-
ergy), sita’ (power), uniesienie’ (exulta-
tion), ‘wzburzenie’ (stimulation), ‘zdener-
‘wielki’ (great),
zdolnos¢ (ability), ozywienie’ (liveliness),
zachwyt’  (admiration), ‘pobudzenie’
(arousal), chec (desire), Silny’ (strong),
emocja’ (emotion), rados¢ (joy), ‘intensy-
wny’ (intensive), ‘niepokdj’ (anxiety),
gniew’ (anger), Zarliwos¢ (zeal), gorliwos¢
(fervor).

More national specific characteristics
of the concept of enthusiasm can be seen
on the periphery of the studied micro-
field. Such elements are functioning at

wowanie’ (irritation),
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that zone: inspiracja, dynamicznosé, dy-
namizm, preznosé, Zarliwosd, frustracja,
gorgczkowosc, emocja, entuzjazm, ener-
gia, bojowos¢, napreZenie, podraznienie,
poruszenie, ferwor, irytacja, Zar, ochota,
ozywienie, podekscytowanie, upojenie,
wzburzenie, rozdraznienie, animusz, ek-
scytacja, odurzenie, rausz, rozjqtrzenie,
rozgorgczkowanie.

They extend the semantics of the mi-
crofield and together with words from the
core provide some number of crossings
with other microfields in the structure of
the lexical-semantic field «patriotyzm».
P. Faber and R. M. Usén point out that
«Since field interrelationships are multiple
and various, each field can be said to have
a set of secondary connections as well.
These secondary connections can be seen,
for example, in the double field member-
ship of certain verbs in which one set of
meaning components or another is high-
lighted, according to the area of meaning
it is located in» [3, 51].

For example, lexemes oddanie and
zarliwo$¢ implement semantic connec-
tions with the microfield «oddanie»
through the seme oddanie Powstanie
Szejka Saida tgczyto muzutmariski zapat i
oddanie wiesniakow dla sufickiego przy-
wodcy z Zolnierskim profesjonalizmem
(Max Cegielski). Widze twarze niezyjgcych
przyjaciotl, pamietam Zarliwosé, z jakg
bronili pewnych hasel, ktore dla mnie staty
sie juz czyms dawnym, ale nie dla nich -
dla nich na zawsze pozostang ostateczng
granicg, ostatnig kartkg, podpisang przez
Smier¢ (Czestaw Milosz). In addition, se-
mantic component ‘przywigzanie’ in the
meaning of the word oddanie creates an

intersection with the microfield «sympa-
tia». The semes chel, Zgdza’, dgzenie,
‘pocigg’, ‘pragnienie’ provide the entering
of the words duch, gorgczka, bojowos,
ochota, natchnienie, mania, stabos¢ to the
semantic microfield «cheé»: Nietrudno
bylo zauwazyé, ze tak potrzebne partii
politycznej cechy, jak dynamika i bojowosé
oraz poczucie wspélnoty losu, zanikajg
(Andrzej Garlicki). Ale na szali Bedziemy
sie wiklali w nieporozumieniach, az cala
nasza gorgczka i podniecenie ulotni si¢ w
niepotrzebnym wysitku, w straconej na
prozno gonitwie (Bruno Schulz). Byla to
jego mania, jego cichy szal, niezwycigzona
choroba, nieodparta pasja (Arkady Fie-
dler). Jednakze oczy jej nie byly rozszer-
zone przerazeniem, odbijalo si¢ w nich
jakies podniecenie, ozywienie, nawet
natchnienie (Jarostaw Iwaszkiewicz).
Opadt pierwszy zapal, mineta krwawa
ochota. Odstgpili od watu $cigani gwizda-
mi obroficow i strzatami, kgsajgcymi
odstoniete plecy (Tomasz Kolodziejczak).
Furthermore, the meanings of the lex-
emes duch and slabos¢ contain semes
‘upodobanie’ and ‘zamilowanie’ that are
represented in the semantic microfield
«milo$é» as well: Polakéw byt duch, byla
mitos¢ ojczyzny, byla wola okupienia
wolnosci wlasng miazgg, byt zapal, bylo
poswiecenie (Wactaw Ggsiorowski). Ich
wlasne zrujnowane zycie nie nauczylo ich
pokory, wspétczucia, nie umieli prosi¢ o
pomoc, zas litos¢ poczytywali za stabosé
(Alicja Chrzanowska). Moreover, the
word duch together with the word ani-
musz provide the crossing of the micro-
field «podniecenie» with the microfield
«odwaga» due to the semantic compo-
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nents ‘odwaga’ and ‘mestwo’s Przypuszczal,
Ze w czasie wspinaczki moéj animusz zm-
niejszy sie, ambicje okazq si¢ ambicjami na
wyrost i zmeczona
przerazona tym, co nas czeka, zawotam w
koxicu: ,,Krzysiu, ratuj!” (Wanda Rutkie-
wicz).

trudnosciami,

Listed intersections of semantic mi-
crofields demonstrate the universality of
the concept of enthusiasm and ways of its
verbalization since the equivalent seman-
tic connections were identified in the
Ukrainian language [1, 74]. The national
specifics of the semantic microfield «pod-
niecenie» reveals in the qualitative and
quantitative composition, as well as in the
hierarchy of lexical and semantic ele-
ments.

In further studies, it will be productive
to investigate the implementation of the
analyzed semantic relations in texts and
to compare the results with other lan-
guages.
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