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STAMP ORNAMENTED POTTERY
FROM THE KNIAZHA HORA SITE1
(BASED ON EXCAVATIONS 1958-1965)

The article is devoted to the publication ofthe pottery with a stamp designfrom the Kniazha Hora Old
Rusfortress. Duringfield seasons 0 f1958-1965, a representative collection ofceramicproducts wasfound
on the settlement by a detachment o fthe Slavic-Rus archaeology o fthe Kaniv complex expedition under the
direction ofHalyna Mezentseva. Pots that are decorated with geometric figures-stamps are noteworthy
because they are rarefor the Kniazha Hora area. Studying ornamentation is very important because the
décor reflects some aspects of the spiritual culture ofancient population. However, these unique findings
have not been given due attention by previous researchers. In the papers, the stamp type ofornament is
associated with the West Slavonic tradition. It testifies one more peculiarity o fthe Old Rus society$ culture,

inparticular, ofthe Kniazha Horafortress.
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During 1958-1965, archaeological excavations
of the Old Rus time’s fortress at the Kniazha Hora
area were carried out by a detachment of the Slavic-
Rus archaeology of the Kaniv complex expedition
led by Halyna Mezentseva.2 The archaeological
monument is located on the high right bank of the
Dnipro River within Kaniv Nature reserve, 8 km
north of the present mouth of the Ros’ River
(Cherkasy region, Kaniv district).

The representative collection (near 1000 frag-
ments of different vessels)of Old Rus ceramic dishes
was found as a result of field excavations. The
pottery collection from the Kniazha Hora site may
date from 12th- first half of 13th centuries,3 by
analogy with the other archaeological monuments
of the Middle Dnipro River region.4

1 Taking this opportunity, the author expresses sincere gratitude
to the head of the Archaeological Museum of Kyiv National Taras
Shevchenko’s University, Lyubov Samoilenko, for her assistance in
accessing the collection of findings from 1958 to 1965 from the
Kniazha Hora site, and also to Vitalii Koziuba, Serhii Ryzhov,
and Yevhen Synytsia for valuable consultations during researching
of ceramic materials from the settlement.

2 ManuHa Me3seHueBa, [peBHbOPYCbKe MicTO PofeHb (KHs>ka
ropa) (Kwis: Bua-Bo Kuiscbkoro yHisepcutety, 1968), 16.

3 AHApiii MockaneHko, «[lo NMTaHHA NPO XPOHOMOrilo AaB-
HbOPYCbKOro moceneHHa Ha KHaXil ropi 3a apxeonoriyHum ma-
Tepianom» (Martepianu IX MiXHapoAHOI KOH(epeHuii [Hi Hayku
ictopnyHoro takynbTeTy, Kunis, KBiteHb 21, 2016), 494-98.

4 Look: MeTtp Tonouko, «oHYapHoe feno», B HoBoe B apxeono-
run Kuesa, oTB. pes. MeTp Tonouko (Kues: HaykoBa gymka, 1981),
298-301; Muxaunn Kyyepa, «Kepamuka», BApXeonorus YKpaumHckoi
CCP, T. 3 «PaHHecnaBsHCKU 1 [peBHepPYCCKNii Nepuofbl», OTB. pef.
MeTtp Tonouko (Kunes: HaykoBa gymka, 1986), 448-50; BaneHTu-
Ha lMeTpatueHko, [lpeBHepycckoe ceno (Mo MaTepuanam noceneHui
y c. Mpuroposka) (Kues, 2005), 54-64.

©A. Moskalenko, 2018

Vast majority of pottery from the Kniazha Ho-
ra fortress is ornamented with traditional types of de-
corating for the Old Rus dishes - straight horizon-
tal and wavy lines, “wavy quotes”, and various com-
binations of these elements. However, the several
fragments of pottery pots, which are decorated with a
rare for the Kniazha Hora area stamp type of orna-
mentation, represent particular interest. Despite the
uniqueness, these findings have been documented and
described lacunarly. Nevertheless, study offeatures of
the ceramic ware’s décor is very important because
the ornamentation reflects some aspects of the spir-
itual culture of the ancient population. The purpose
of this article is to characterize the stamp type of
ornament in decorating of pottery from the Kniazha
Hora Old Rus fortress in context of historical and
cultural development of the Middle Dnipro River
region in 12th-13th centuries.

In total, 6 fragments of pots with a stamp orna-
ment on their shoulders in the form of horizontal
rows of pressed geometric figures were found on the
Kniazha Hora fortress. Some ofthem are keptin funds
of the Archaeological Museum of Kyiv National Taras
Shevchenko University. Others are known from the
publications5and reports6of Halyna Mezentseva.

One of fragments (Fragment 1) was found in
1959 directly in the cultural layer of the unfortified

5 MeseHueBa, [ipesHbopycbke MicTO, 170.

6 ManuHa MeseHueBa, 38iT Npopob6oTy CNOBHHO-PYCbKOT ap-
xeonorii KaHiBcbKOT apxeonoriyHoi ekcneauuii Kuiscbkoro opgeHa
NeHina gep>kasHoro yHisepcuTeTy im. T. I. LLeByeHka, PoTo-
anb6om (Kunie: KAY im. T. LLeByeHka, 1964), 25.
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Figure. Ceramic vessels from 12th- first half of 13thcenturies with a stamp décor
from the Kniazha Hora area (excavations by Halyna Mezentseva):
a- Fragment 1; b - Fragment 2; ¢ - Fragment 3; d - Fragment 4; e - Fragment 5; f- Fragment 6.

part ofthe settlement.1All the other fragments of pots
originate from the pit No 1,2which is situated on the
fortified part of the settlement near the defensive soil
wall and covers the remnants of dwelling Ne 19.3
According to ceramic materials, the pit Ne 1 should
be dated from the second gr. ofthe 13th century.

Let us make a short description of the materials.
Fragment 1 (figure, a) is dated from the 12th centu-
ry by the method of modeling of upper part of the
vessel. Ornament is a number of recesses in the
form of triangles and sub-triangular figures. It is
located on the extant fragment in two rows.

Décor of Fragment 2 (figure, b) also has the form
oftriangles and sub-triangular figures, combined on a
preserved fragment in three rows. In addition to trian-
gles, in a single case there is a recess in the form of a
rhombus in a plane of fragment (the 3rd figure from
the left edge in the first row from the top).

Fragment 3 (figure, c) is dated from the 12th -
early 13th centuries. There are two rows of triangu-
lar and sub-triangular indentations on the preserved
plane of the vessel.

Fragment 4 (figure, d) is dated from the first half
of the 13th century. The smallest piece of ornament
was preserved on it. Deepened geometric figures,

1 Apxis ApxeonoriyHoro my3eto KHY im. T LLleBueHKa, IHBEH-
TapHuii ONuC 3HaxifoK 3aroHy cnaBsaHOPYyCbKoT apxeonorii KaHis-
cbKoT ekcneanuii 8 aunHi 1959p. (Kwuis, 1959), 1-2.

2 Apxis ApxeonoriyHoro myseto KHY im. T LLeBueHKa, IHBeH-
TapHuit onuc 3Haxigok 3 KHa>koi ropu 6ina M. Kaxisa (Kuis, 1964),
apk. 34-5.

3 MeseHLueBa, [ipeBHbOPYCbKe MiCTO, 22.

like in other cases, have atriangular and sub-trian-
gular shape.

Fragments 5 and 6 are known from the publica-
tions of Halyna Mezentseva. The largest section of
stamp decor was preserved on Fragment 5 (figure, e).
Fragment 6 (figure,f is very similar to Fragment 2,
hence a question follows, are both fragments the
parts of the same vessel?

The ornamentation has an in-depth character on
all six pots. It is interesting that all vessels with a
stamp design from the Kniazha Hora fortress have
figures-indentations in the triangular and sub-tri-
angular form.

It should be noted that there were no pottery
kilns on the Kniazha Hora area.4Therefore, a ques-
tion about the place of production of ceramic dishes,
including with a stamp design, discovered at the for-
tress, remains unanswered.

Considering the stamp type of ornament in con-
text of the historical and cultural development of
a large region, we emphasize that the stamp type
of ornament is rare, not only for the Kniazha Hora
site but also for the all Middle Dnipro River
region.5According to the literature, the stamp type
of ornament from 12th-13th centuries at the Middle
Dnipro River territory is associated with relies of
the West Slavonic tradition.6

4 MeseHueBa, [ipeBHbOPYCbKe MicTO, 96.

5 KOpuit MopryHos, JleTonucHbIA ropos, CHENOPOA 1 ero oKpy-
ra BX-XI118s. (CaHkT-leTepbypr, 2012), 154.

6 lbid., 154, 166.
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In conclusion, an insignificant number of pottery
vessels from 12th- firsthalfof 13th centuries with the
stamp type ofornament is an evidence oflocal specific
of relies of West Slavonic ornamental tradition at the
Kniazha Hora area. Perhaps later on, more publications
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roH4apHmmnocyf
31 LUTAMMOBUM OPHaAMEHTOM i3 KHAX 01 ropu
(BA maTepiannamm po3KoOnok 1958-1965 pp.)

CTaTTI0 NpMcBAYeHO Ny6nikawii FOHYapHUX ropLLKKIB LaBHbOPYCHKOro yacy 3i WTaMnosuM OpHa-
MeHTOM i3 KHs>K 01 ropu. MamiTka po3TawosaHa Ha npaBoMy 6epesi p. [HINpO y cepegHiin it Teuii

(KaHiBcbKuiipaiioH, Yepkacbka 06nacTb).

Mig yac nonboBMX ce3oHiB 1958-1965 pp. ekcneguuis nig kepisHUYTBOM [T Me3eHLeBOT Ha ropo-

OV BMSIBUNA NPEACTaBHNLBKY KOMEKL 0 KepamiyHnx BMpo6iB. OcobnmnBuii iHTepec CTaHoBNATH rop-
wukn X11- nepwoinonosuHu X111 cT., 03406/1€Hi reOMeTPUYHUMK (Pirypamun-BaaBieHHAMU, 3 OrNa-
[y Ha iXpigKicHicTb ana KHa>kol ropu. MpoTe UUM YHiKaNnbHUM 3Haxifkam He npuainuam ocTaTHbO
yBaru nonepefHi gocnifHuku. Pa3om 3 TuM, AOCNIAXKEHHS OpHaMeHTaLil KepamivyHoro nocygy
€ BaXK/IMBUM, OCKiNbKM B 0370061eHHI Bifobpa>katoThCA MEeBHi acnekTu AyXOBHOT KynbTypW AaBHLOrO
HaceNeHHs.

I3 WwecTwn HaABHUX (hparMeHTiB ropLimMKiB 3i LUTAMNOBUM OpPHAMEHTOM HeEMAaE >K0oAHoro, e 6y3op
36epircst NoBHICTH0. OpHaMeH TV po3TalloBaHi Ha NaivYKax NOCyAuH i Mal Tb 3arnnbneHnin xapakTep.
Pirypu-sgasneHHa Ha BigoMux pparMeHTax BiApPi3HAITHCA 3a po3MipamMu i NponopuisMn Ta 3a KOH-
(hirypaui€eto Ha NNOLLMHI NOCYANHK.

LlikaBo, W0 Ha nocyguHax i3 KHA>K 01 ropn qirypu-sgasneHHs MaloTh TPUKYTHY Ta MigTPUKYTHY
thopmy, Ha BiAMIHY Bif iHWNX AABHLOPYCbKUX NaM ATOK, Ae NepeBa>kalTb iHLWi reOMeTPpUYHi hopMu.

"OHYapHMX ropHiB abo neuveii Ha KHs>Kiii ropi BUSBNEHO He Oyn0, TOMY N TaHHA Micus BUPOOHMLTBA
FOHYapHOT Kepamiky, 3HalWAEeHOT Ha FOPOANLLI, 3a/MWAETbCA BIKPUTUM.

O37060€eHHs y BUrNA4I NiHIAHUX pPALIB reOMe T PUYHUX (Diryp-BAaBneHb Ha KepaMiyHOMY nocyai epig-
KICHMM Ha [aBHbOPYCbKMXx Nam AiTkax CepegHboro MoaHinpoBH. B niTepaTypi WTaMnoBuiA TN OpHa-
MeHTY Ha nocyai X11 - nepwoinonosuHu X111 ¢cT. noB A3y TH i3 penikTamu 3aXifHOCNO0BHHCHKOT
Tpaguuii, Wo CBig4YnMTb Npo Lie 04HY 0COBNMBICTb KyNbTYpU AaBHLOPYCLKOr0 CYCninLCTBa, 30Kpema
Ha KHs>KIi ropi.

Kntouogi cnoBa: ropoguue KHsxa ropa, CepegHe MoAHINPOB’a, AaBHbOPYCbKWIA Nepiof, MidXKKY/NbTYPHI
KOHTaKTW, 3axXijHOCNOB’AHCbKA TpaauLLif, roHYapHuWiA Nocya, LWTamMnoBUiA OpPHAMEHT.
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