nnaTHa oceiTa NPUBOAUTL O HEraTUBHUX Hacnigkis. [lo By3iB 34e6inb-
LLOrO BCTYNaKTb He Ti abiTypieHTU, AKI XOUyTb | MOXYTb HaByaTmucs,
a Ti, XTO MOXe 3annaTuTu, ane 4acTo He XOue i He MOXEe HaB4aTWCH.
Y Hac He AMepuKa, fle CTYLEHT 3a KOXeH onap “BUTUCHE” i3 BUKNa-
[laya BCHO iH(hopmaLito, y Hac YKpaiHa, fie CTYeHT BBaXkae, L0 MOX-
Ha He BUMTUCSH, & OLiHKM Ha eK3aMeHi iOMy MOBUHHI CTaBUTK, 60 BiH
3annaTvB 3a HaByaHHA. [JOCBif NOKa3sye, LU0 YacTille Kpawi CTyAeHTH
- BiTW IHTENIreHuil, poBITHUKIB i CeNsH, a He Hawoi “6ypxyasii”.

[Jep>xaBa MOBMHHA HapewTi NOBEPHYTUCH NMLEM [0 BULIKX Ha-
BYa/IbHMX 3aKnafiB, Ao iHTenireHuii, 4o BYeHUX, 4O cneuianicTie, 60
6e3 HMx GaraTiowa YKpaiHa MOXe CTaTu KOJIOHIE.

SOME PARALLEL PROBLEMS FACING UKRAINIAN
AND AMERICAN EDUCATION

. . Kiev, University of Kiev-
Lawrence J. Biskowski Mohila Academy

(Fulbring Professor)

The educational system in Ukraine faces many difficulties, and
education in the United States is almost always considered to be in
the midst of some sort of crisis. But at first glance, it would seem
highly unlikely that the problems facing American education would
be at all similar to those facing education in Ukraine. The education-
al system in Ukraine is plagued by chronic shortages of money and
other resources; with far more money available, the financial prob-
lems of American education center more around the equitable distri-
bution of resources'. Elementary and secondary education seem rel-
atively effective in Ukraine, while this level seems most in need of
reform in the United States. University, graduate, and professional
education seem to be esperiencing the most dramatic changes in
Ukraine, while the United States is generally acknowledged to have
the best such system in the world. Ukraine still has many legacies,
positive and negative, of Soviet education to sort out, but whilel

1See, for example, the discussion in Jonathan Kozol, Savage Inequalities (New
York: Basic Books, 1989).

31



American education is regularly confronted by issues arising from
the role of education in the overall socioeconomic system2 these
problems are thus far generally quite different from conesponding
problems in Ukraine.

Yet it would be wrong to assume that the most fundamental
problems facing the two educational systems are entirely dissimilar.
Both systems need citizens and policy-makers to give careful thought
about the underlying nature and purposes of education, the desired
qualities of the educated adult who emerges from the educational
system, and the role education will play in the overall social, politi-
cal, and economic system. Such an analysis will show the need for a
number of important (and sometimes quite difficult) political deci-
sions; in a sense, decisions about educational policy are decisions
about what a society wishes to be or become, its confidence in its
ability to achieve that vision, and the level of commitment it is
willing to bring to achieving it. But precisely here is the problem -
such decisions are extremely diffilcult in modem, liberal (or liberalizing)
societies characterized by an irreducible plurality of interests, politi-
cal and economic orientations, religious commitments, and concep-
tions of the good. The promise, however, is that if a rational public
consensus can be established on these basic questions, many of the
other problems become a good deal more tractable.

This essay will seek to contribute in a small way to the consider-
ation of these issues by esploring some of the various aspects of what
is a stake in making educational policy decisions. Of central concern
will be the problems involved in making such decisions in a modern,
liberal, pluralist society and the importance of defending both liberal,
humanistic education and democratic political modes bf educational
decision-making in the face of inevitable pressures from prevailing

2 One presently pressing problem in the US which may well come to Ukraine is
the commercialization of elementary and secondary schools. In exchange for equip-
ment and other resources, many sckools are providing corporations with captive audi-
ences for advertising and public relations. A recent study examining over two hundred
examples of classroom material produced by commercial interests found that approx-
imately seventy percent “contained biased or incomplete information, promoting a
viewpoint that favors consumption of the sponsor’s product or service or a position
that favors the company or its economic agenda.” See “Captive Kids: Commercial
Pressures on Kids at Schools." (New York: Consumers Union, 1996).
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economic systems to control or influence the process. An analysis of
some of the ways these problems have been framed and played out in
the US may be of at least some limited fruitfulness for corresponding
discussions in Ukraine.

JEKINTBKA MAPANTENTbHWX MPOBJ/IEM
YKPATHCbKOT | AMEPUKAHCBKOT BULLOT
OCBITWA

1. BICKOBCKI KwiB, HauioHanbHWii yHiBepcuTeT
"Kneso-MorunsHcbka Akagemis”

OcBITHA cucTemMa YKpalHW CTUKaeTbca 3 GaraTbma npobnemamu,
a amMepuKaHCbKa CUCTEMa HaBiTb 4acTO PO3rNAfAETbCA AK Taka, Lo
nepebyBae Ha cTagii kpu3un. TifIbKM Ha MepLUnin Nornag MoXe 3aaBa-
TUCS, WO Npo6/eMn amMepuKaHCbLKOT OCBITW 30BCIM He CXOXi Ha npo-
6neMmn yKpaiHCbKOT ocBiTU. CUCTEMa BULLOT OCBITU B YKpaiHi CTpax-
[a€ Bifi XPOHIYHOro 6paKy rpoLuei Ta iHWKWX pecypciB; Matoun Habara-
TO GifblUe rpoLleli, aMepuKaHCbka CMCTeMa BULLOI OCBITU CTUKAETbLCS
3 LUMPOKOK Npo6emMoto po3noginy uux pecypcis.1Cucrema noyarko-
BOI | CepefHbOT OCBITU B YKpaiHi fy>Xe e)eKTUBHA, aMepuKaHCbKa X
noTpebye petopMyBaHHA. YHiBepcuTeTCbKa, MpodeciiiHa cucTemm
OCBITKW, CUCTEMA MifBULLEHHA KBaNiikaLii BMKNagadvis B YKpaiHi nepe-
XKVBaOTb HalbiNbl gpamaTMyHi MEPETBOPEHHS, B TOM Yac, K amepu-
KaHUi MalTb HaliKpawyy B CBITI OCBITY Yy UMX ranyssx. YKpaiHCbka
OCBIiTa BCE Lie Mae 6arato puc SIK MO3UTUMBHMX, TaK | HEFaTUBHUX Bif,
pafsHCbKOT OCBITW, B KOPWCHOCTI SIKMX MOTPIGHO LWwe posibpaTtucs, B
TO yac, K aMeprKaHCbKa CUCTeMa OCBITU PErynsipHO CTUKAETbCH 3
npobnemMamm, NOB’A3aHUMK 3 POJIIKO BULLOT OCBITWM B COLlia/IbHO-EKO-
HOMIYHIA cucTemi,2i Ui MPo6aeMun € Pi3HMMU 415 03HAYEHUX KpaiH.
Byno 6 HenpaBW/bHO HaronoWyBaTV Ha TOMY, LIO Npo6nemu,

1 [Awus.., Hanpwknag, kHury [okoHataHa Kosona Savage Inequalities (New York;
Basic Books, 1989).

2 IcHye ogHa Npo6nieMa, sika B/IMBAE Ha NMOYATKOBY Ta CEpPeAHI0 OCBITY i Mae 6yTu
[06pe BigoMa B YKpaiHi, - Lie KoMepuianizauisi. Y BUrisai nogsky 3a HafaHi Matepianu Ta
iHLWI pecypcy, WKy 3abe3neyytoTb Koprnopauism peknamy Ta 3B’3KU 3 FPOMaCHKICTHO.

33



