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Ambivalence ofpublic opinion as the basefor populism
in the 2019 presidential campaign

On the eve ofthe official presidential campaign in 2019 several polls were conducted by the
Ilko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Foundation (DIF) in cooperation with the Razumkov Center
and Kyiv International Institute of Sociology.

In May 2018 majority of Ukrainians (62%) thought that country needed new political
leaders (27% of citizens had an opposite opinion). Interestingly, the highest demand for new leaders
was in the Western regions (78%), the lowest, although still high - in the southern regions (46%).
The central and eastern regions were in between, there around 60% of citizens were looking for the
new leaders [1].

The leadership qualities demanded by people were: ability to resist corruption (54%),
honesty (46%), and willingness to protect people's interests (45%). Additionally, patriotism and a
clear action plan were important (22% of respondents), as well as education, professionalism (16%)
and genuine leadership skills (15%) [1].

These figures were mirrored by scale of distrust toward established politicians: in August
2018 the negative balance started from -23% for Anatoliy Hrytsenko and -25% for Volodymyr
Zelenskyi to -45% for Yulia Tymoshenko and -68% for Petro Poroshenko.

The majority of citizens (66%) believed that Ukraine needed new political leaders. Twenty-
nine percent saw specific individuals as being new political leader. In an open question where
respondents were asked to name a leader they would like to see, three such leaders were identified:
Svyatoslav Vakarchuk (8%), Volodymy Zelensky (6%) and Yevhen Murayev (6%) [2].

On the other hand, 54% of Ukrainians would support the prospect of civic activists running
for the Verkhovna Rada. 46% of respondents said they positively viewed possibility of civil
activists’ participation in politics, because they believed that activists could make difference and
transform national politics [2].

However, when in August 2018 we asked why people prefer certain candidate, the most
frequent answers were: attractive personality of candidate (whatever it means for 36% of people)
and sharing same views and ideas (also 36%). These were different motives if compared to
demands to the new leaders [2].

In general, social fatigue, associated with low trust in establishment, in power institutions
and well and ill-known political leaders exploded in outstanding popularity of populists. It appeared
that the strong public demand for the alternative politics was not met by active civil society which
could not compete with powerful TV stations controlled by oligarchs. Consequently, the national
agenda was dominated by populism, both “old” and the “new” one.
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Fom3a IBaH AHATO/I0BMY, KaHAMAAT NONITUYHMX HayK,
JOLeHT Kadeapu noniTonori,
HauioHanbHuii yHiBepcnTeT «Kuneso-MorunsHcbKa akagemis»

Monyni3m i cTpax 3aHenagy CrifibHOTU:
B3aEMHa IHTeHcuikaLia nig Yac NoAiTUYHUX KpU3

1 Monyni3my, SiK BiH 6yde po3ymiTMCA Yy UbOMY TeKCTi, - Le ifeiHe Ta opraHisauiiiHe
BUPaXKEHHA IHTEeHCU@IKaLil BIAYYTTA PO3puBY MIXK NONITUYHUM KNacoMm i HaceneHHAM. Konu
HaCe/IeHHIO 3[aeTbCA, L0 MOBEAIHKA | MOMITUKA eniT NPOTU/EXHa iHTepecam i LiHHOCTAM Hapogy,
3pocTae MonMT Ha MONYNICTCbKI ifdel, a rpoMagsaHy MNOYMHAKTL CUMNATU3YBaTU MNOMITUYHUM
rpasuam, AKi Ui i€l BUpaXaroTb. Take BU3HAYeHHSA NOnynisMy KoMmiiMeHTapHe 3 nporpamoto K
FokiHca, K. Posipu KanbTBaccepa Ta M. AHgpeagica [3], fki onvcann nonyniam sk creLydiuHnii
(hperim, KOTpUI MOXe OyTW B aKTUBHOMY UM [eaKTMBOBAHOMY CTaHi. 34e6inblioro foaun He
IHTEPNPETYIOTb MNOMITUYHI Mpouecu Yepes Lel (peim, ane y BuNagkKy Konu BifbyBaeTbCs
KOMOIHaLisi CNPUATAMBUX CTPYKTYPHUX (akTopiB i Ais/IbHOCTI «MONITUYHI NIANPUEMUIBY», SKi
Lii/lecnpsAMOBaHO MOOGINI3YyOTb pecypcy ANA aHTUCUCTEMHOI NOMITUKWA - MNOMyi3M BUXOAWUTbL Ha
NOPSAOK AEHHUIA.

2. Sk 3a3HavaloTb Pompkep ITBenn i MeTbio ToggiH [1, ¢. 4-8 ], € YoTvpKM «BenuKUx Dy, sKi
CNPUYMHAIOTL  HanpPY>KeHHA MK NPeACTaBHMLBKOK — [eMOKpaTietd  (Aka € HOpPMaTUBHOH
MOMITUYHOK MOJE//I0 CbOroAHI) Ta MONYNICTCbKAM MONITUYHMM npoekToM: (1) EniTuTCbKa 3a
CBOEK MPUPOAOHD, AeMOKpaTia nopokye Hefosipy (distrust) MK HaceneHHAM i MOAITUYHUM
Knacom; (2) Lle B cBOtO Yepry nocniab/toe 3B’A3KU MK NONITUYHUMMK MapTiAMU Ta HaCe/IeHHAM
(de-alignment), TO6TO 3MeHLWYe NEriTUMHICTL NpefAcTaBHULTBA; (3) HAK HacnifoK, rpoMafsHu
Mo4yBae, L0 He Mae MOXX/IMBOCTI BMMBATK Ha NONITUYHI Ta eKOHOMIYHI npolecu (deprivation), a
TOMY BJAKOTbCA 4O MOMITUKN He3roau; (4) B Taknx ymoBax 3poCTae cTpax BTpaTu iAeHTUYHOCTI
MoMiTUYHO OpraHi3oBaHoi cnifibHoTKM (destruction of identity).

3. Crpax 3aHenafy CrifbHOTW, [HLWMWIA creundivyHMin (pelim, BCTYMae Yy B3aEMOAi0 3
nonynisMoM i TakMM  UYMHOM  BHACNifOK  KyMyNATUMBHOrO  e(ekTy 3pocTae 3arposa
[lefieMoKpaTun3sauii.

4. B amepumKaHCbKOMY CYCNinbCTBI (hpeiiM 3aHenagy CnifbHOTW Brieplue 6yno0 akTUBOBAHO
HaNPUKIHLI «4ecATUNITTA Kowwmapie» [4], To6T0 y 1970-x, ane cam (hperm 3’ABMBCA 3HAYHO
paHiwe - B iHTenekTyanbHoMy noni XIX cr. BTim, [JoBruiA 4yac pos3gymu Mpo 3aHenag,
06MeXxXyBa/IncA perioHasIbHOK Ky/bTyporo Ctaporo lMiBgHS.

5 JNuwe y 1970-x pokax y CLLUA noyano crnocTtepiratucs B3aeMHe MiACUNIEHHS (bperimy
nonysnismy Ta (hpeimy KOMEKTMBHOIO 3aHeragy, ke BU3HA4MI0 NOriKy NONITUYHOT 6opoTLOM Ta
TPAEKTOPII0 PO3BUTKY MOMITUHHUX CUAT Ha AecaTupiyys. IMig BNAMBOM ABOX AO4ATKOBUX (DaKTOPW -
nosBn (HepPMEPCbKOro aHTUNOAATKOBOro Pyxy Ta MNoMiTU3auil XpPUCTUAHCbKUX [AeHOMIHauii -
MiBgeHb CcTaB TepeHamu, fe MNONITUYHI  MIgNPUEMLI  IHCTPYMeHTanidyBasiM CTpax nepes
nibepanbHOK  [epXKaBOK,  AENONyNsUIErd  Cena, pPacoBMM  BUPOMKEHHS,  KOMYHi3MOM,
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