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AN ASPECT OF THE CHRISTOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION OF THE 

IMAGE OF THE LILY IN THE UKRAINIAN BAROQUE LITERATURE 
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The paper concerns the interpretation of the biblical image of a lily 

surrounded by thorns (Cant. 2:1–2). Ukrainian authors of the XVII–XVIII 
Centuries continue the tradition which was established by the first Bible 
commentators to see in the verses of the Song of Songs the prophecy about 
the Christ's Passion. The lily indicates the figure of the Savior; meanwhile, 
the thorns are associated with the thorny crown put on the head of Jesus by 
Roman soldiers. Works of Antonii Radyvylovskyi, Dymytrii Tuptalo, Ioan 
Maksymovych, and the anonymous author of the drama A Play on the 
Passion of Christ reveal their interest in the motive of Lord's sufferings and 
their inclination to create contrast, based on antinomies descriptions of the 
Gospel events using the images accepted from the Song of Songs. 

Key words: Ukrainian Baroque literature, Passion, Song of Songs, 
interpretation, image of lily, allusion 
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