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SOCIAL STANDARDS AND DECENTRALIZATION
OF POWER: FINANCIAL-LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE-LEGAL ASPECTS

Abstract. The article deals with the problems of decentralization of power in Ukraine and
certain foreign countries. Positive and negative moments of economic and social development of
regions after the consolidation of territorial communities are considered. The state social standards
that are considered in the programs of economic and social development are analyzed.

The purpose of article is to study how the processes for decentralization of power, finances,
etc. are run under conditions of financial, economical and political crisis that take place in Ukraine
and countries of Europe.

The decentralization of power for Ukraine was a call of the times in the 90-ies of the XX
century. And in the XXI century the decentralization of power hides the aspiration of powerful
subjects to receive more power, to obtain easier access to state funds. Declaring the interests of
territorial communities, as well as the aspiration for solution of problems, being common with
neighboring communities as the purpose of decentralization is only the shielding what Ukrainians
do not want to hear, what cannot be announced as this will contradict to course of Ukraine to
European integration, will contradict to the struggle against corruption, announced in the state.

Taking into consideration the abovementioned facts, Ukraine has all prerequisites and
conditions for successful decentralization. At the same time, the real situation and delay of
appropriate processes in time testifies to the fact that not the prerequisites for decentralization, fixed
at the legislative level, are of larger importance in our state but their practical implementation

We think that the prerequisites for performance of successful decentralization are the
improvement in managerial efficiency of local self-government (these authorities shall be capable
and interested in taking decisions that in fact may be fulfilled);, preparation and involvement of
highly skilled staff; cooperation between public authorities at all levels pursuant to equal
conditions; provision with control over taking and fulfilling the decisions by self-governments.

Summing up the abovementioned, we will mention the following. The decentralization of
power for Ukraine was a call of the times in the 90-ies of the XX century. And in the XXI century
the decentralization of power hides the aspiration of powerful subjects to receive more power, to
obtain easier access to state funds. Declaring the interests of territorial communities, as well as the
aspiration for solution of problems, being common with neighboring communities as the purpose of
decentralization is only the shielding what Ukrainians do not want to hear, what cannot be

472


mailto:e.orliyk@gmail.com
mailto:lesya_sav@ukr.net
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3659-3851
mailto:lesya.muzyka@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8357-703X
mailto:lesya_maluga@ukr.net
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0523-221X
mailto:gala_sav@ukr.net

announced as this will contradict to course of Ukraine to European integration, will contradict to the
struggle against corruption, announced in the state. Besides, we think that the steps in reformation
for local level of power under crisis conditions are very untimely as this may provoke the
ungovernability of certain territorial communities.

Keywords: decentralization, power, economy, social standards, budget, finance.
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COUIAJIBHI CTAHIAAPTHU I AENEHTPAJII3AIIA BJIAIM:
®PIHAHCOBO-ITPABOBI TA A/IMIHICTPATUBHO-ITPABOBI ACIIEKTH
IIutaHHs mpo 3MIHY BIZHOCHH BJAgHOI CyOOpAMHALII BXXKE€ MAaBHO NPUBEPTAIOTH YyBary

BUCHMX Ta NpakTkiB. Ilpm mpoMy came octanHi Oynu PyHIiHOW CHIIOK, siIKa CTHUMYJIFOBaja
BIAMOBINHI 3MiHHU. TaM, e € Biaga, TaM € AepKaBHI PeCypCcH, a caMme AepsKaBHI OpraHu 3aliMar0ThCs
MUTAHHSIMH OO PO3POOKH, 3aTBEPIKEHHS T4 BUKOHAHHS OFOIKETIB, KOLITOPUCIB TOWIO. Takum
YIHOM, KOJIM BUHUKAJIW MMUTaHHA PO HEOOXIHICTh 3MiH y Biafl, OOJHOYACHO BUHHKANA rmotpeda y
3MiHI TiAX0/1B 10 (OPMyBaHHS Ta BUKOPUCTAHHS MyOIiuyHUX (30KpemMa, OF0IKETHHX ) PECYPCIB.

Y crarti po3rnsAaroThCs MpoOeMHU JeLeHTpali3alii BIagu B YKpaiHI Ta OKPEMHX
3apyOi’KHUX KpaiHaX. AHAJI3YIOThCS TO3UTHBHI Ta HEraTHUBHI MOMEHTH EKOHOMIYHOTO Ta
COLIAIBHOTO PO3BUTKY PEriOHIB MICHS KOHCONiAauii TepuTopiampHUX rpoman. IIpoanamizoBaHo
JeprKaBHI COLaJbHI CTAHIAPTH, SIKI PO3MIISINAIOTHCS B MPOrpaMax €KOHOMIYHOI'O Ta COLIAJbHOTO
PO3BUTKY.

Mema cmammi — BUBUUTH, SIK BIOOYBAarOTBCSA MpOLECH AeleHTpani3amii Biaau, (piHaHCIB
TOIIO B yMOBaxX (hiHAHCOBOi, EKOHOMIYHOI Ta MOJITUYHOI KPU3H, L0 MAKOTh Micle B YKpaiHi Ta
KpaiHax €Bponu.

JeuenTpanizamis Biragu A Ykpaiau Oyia mokiInkoM vaciB y 90-x pokax XX cr. A B XXI
CT. JeLEeHTpati3amis BJIagu MPHUXOBYE MPArHEHHS MOTYXXHHUX Cy0'€KTIB OTpHMaTH Oljiblie BIamgy,
oTpuMaTH OiJbII MPOCTUH IOCTYN 0 Aep KaBHHUX KOWITIB. Jlekiapalisi 1HTepeciB TEPUTOPiaTbHHUX
rpoMaj, a TaKOXK MParHeHHs 1O BUPILIEHHS MpoOieM, CIJIbHICTb 13 CYyCIAHIMU IPOMalaMH SIK METa
JEUeHTpai3alli € JINIIe 3aXUCTOM TOrO, IO YKPaiHLl He XOUyTh 4yTH, YOI0O HE MOKHA OTOJIOCHUTH,
OCKIJIBKU II€ CylepedyBaTHME €BpPOIHTErpaliifHOMy Kypcy YKpaiHu Ta OGOpoTe0i 3 KOPYIILUER,
OTOJIOLICHI i B I€PKaBi.
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OcHOBHa AyMKa IOJATae B TOMY, IO HE BApPTO 1€aNli3yBaTH €BPONEHCHKUNA UM CBITOBHH
IOCBiA, MPUIMATH NOPaIy Ta PEKOMEHAAaMli 3aKOPIOHHUX €KCIEePTIB 32 IX HOMIHAJIBHOIO BaPTICTIO,
ockinmpkn €C B3arajm Ta HOro KpaiHU-4JIeHH 30KpeMa (SK 1 1HII KpaiHW y BCbOMY CBITI)
nepeOyBarOTh y TOCTIHHOMY CTaHi pO3BUTKY. J[OCBiA — Ile €KCIEePUMEHT, SKUH MOKe MaTh SIK
MO3UTHBHI, TaK 1 HeraTuBHI nposiBu. Hama neprkaBa He MOBHMHHA OyTH "MiJAOCHIJHOK MHIIEHO".
Xoua Bce, 110 3apa3 BiAOyBAa€ETbCS, € CBITYEHHS TOro (pakTy, o YKpaiHa, Ha ’Kajlb, IIEBHOK MipOO
€ TAKUM 1 I OCII THUM.

MoskHa IOMITHTH, IO Te, IO 3apa3 B YKpPaiHl MONAETHCA K «IAELEHTpai3alisy, BiaOyIocs
B €BPOIEHCHKUX NepkaBax Maibke 70 pokiB ToMy. Y 3B'SI3Ky 3 IL[MM aKTyaJIbHICTh HALllOHAJIBHOI
JeTeHTpati3allii sIK Takoi, IO IPYHTYETbCS HA €BPOMEMCHKOMY HOCBII, MOJKHA BBAXKATH JTOCHUTH
CHIPHOI0, OCKLJIBKH 11l POLIECH MAIOTh Pi3HE 1ICTOPUIHE KOPIHHS.

BpaxoByroun 3a3HaueHi Bume (axkte, B YKpaiHI € BCl NHepenyMOBU MJIsl YCHIIIHOI
neueHTpaiizami. Y TOH JXKe Yac peajbHa CHUTyallisl Ta 3aTPUMKA BiINOBIOHHMX IPOLECIB y Haci
CBIAYUTBH TPO T€, LIO 3aCaaM JELEHTpali3aLii, 3aKpiIJIeHi Ha 3aKOHOIABYOMY PiBHI, MatOTh OlJibIne
3HAYEHHs y HaIUi{ Aep KaBi, HIK IX MPAKTUYHE BIIPOBAKEHHSI.

IlepenymoBamMu yCHIIIHOI JAeLEHTpamizauii € MiABUINEHHS e(QEeKTHBHOCTI YIIPaBIiHHS
MICIICBHM CaMOBPSIAYBaHHSAM (1l OpraHd BJIAJM MOBWHHI OYTH CIPOMOXKHHUMH Ta 3aLliKaBJIEHIMHU
npuiiMaTH pilieHHs, sKi (AaKTUYHO MOXYThb OyTH BHKOHAaHi), MIATOTOBKA Ta 3aJy4eHHS
BHCOKOKBaJII(hi KOBAHOTO MIEPCOHAITY; CITIBITPAL MiK OpraHaMU JIeP>KaBHOI BJIAU Ha BCIX PIBHSX HA
pPIBHHX yMOBax, 3a0e3Me4eHHs KOHTPOJIO HaJ NPUHHSATTAM Ta BUKOHAHHSM pPILIEHb OPTaHIB
MiCIIEBOT'O CAMOBPSIYBaHHSI.

KurouoBi cyioBa: neneHTpaiisamis, Bjaga, €KOHOMIKA, COLIaNbHI CTaHAAPTH, OFOKET,
¢binancH.

Dopmyi: 0; puc.: 0; Tabdm.: 1; 6161.: 24.
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COIMAJIBHBIE CTAHIAPTHI U AEHNEHTPAJIN3ALINA BJIACTH:
OUHAHCOBO-ITPABOBBIE U AIMUHUCTPATUBHO-ITPABOBBIE ACIIEKTBI
AnHoTanus. Mccnenyrores npobiaeMbl JeeHTPaIU3aluy BIACTH B YKParHE M OTAENbHBIX
3apyOeKHBIX CTpaHax. PaccMaTpHUBAlOTCS TOJNOXKHUTENbHbIE U OTPULATEIbHbIE MOMEHTHI
5KOHOMMYECKOTO M COLMAJIBHOTO Pa3BUTUS PErHOHOB MOCHIE MPOBEACHUS YKPYIHEHUs
TEPPUTOPHAIBHBIX OOLTHH. AHATU3UPYIOTCS TOCYAapPCTBEHHBIE COLMATBHBIE CTAHAAPTHI, KOTOPBIE
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00s13aTEJILHO YUUTBIBAKOTCA MPU pa3pa60TKe nporpaMm 3KOHOMHYECKOTIO U COIMUAJIbHOTO PAa3BUTHUS.
HccnenoBan mpouecc AELEHTPANINU3AlUM BJIACTH B YCJIOBUSAX (DPUHAHCOBOTO, SKOHOMHYECKOrO U
MOJHUTHYECKOrO KPU3HUCa.

KaroueBble cjoBa: OeLeHTpanu3anus, BJAacTb, SKOHOMHKA, COLMAJbHbIE CTaHIApTBhI
OroKeT, (PUHAHCHL

@opmy: 0; puc.: 0; Tadxn.: 1; 6ubmn.: 24.

Introduction. The issues about change in relations «power-subordination» attract the
attention of scientists and practitioners for a long time. Hereby, namely the latter ones were the
driving force that gave an incentive to the appropriate changes. There, where there is the power,
there are the public resources; namely public authorities are engaged in issues about development,
approval and fulfillment of budgets, estimates, etc. Thus, when the issues about necessity in
changes within the power arose, at the same time the need in change in approaches to formation and
use of public (in particular, budget) resources appeared.

Brief Literature Review. The problems that are studied in the article have been and now
are in the public eye of famous scientists. In particular, we mean the papers by such scientists as A.
Aristovnik (2012) [2], Z. Oplotnik, M. Finzgar (2012) [3], M. Jilek (2015) [4], A. Rodriguez-Pose,
A. Kreijer (2009) [5], J. Kulawik (2016) [6], W.E. Oates (2005) [7], Ch.M. Tiebout (1961) [8],
M.C. Maure) (1993) [9], B.M. Danylyshyn (2016) [10], M.L Karlin (2016) [11], V.H.
Demianyshyn (2008) [12], M.I. Derkach (2011) [13], O.V. Dluhopolskyi (2011) [14], N.V.
Matsedonska and L.M. Klividenko (2017) [15—16].

The purpose of article is to study how the processes for decentralization of power,
finances, etc. are run under conditions of financial, economical and political crisis that take place in
Ukraine and countries of Europe.

Research results. The Law of Ukraine «About Voluntary Union of Territorial
Communities» was adopted in 2015. It seems to be as if a perspective document to some extent, at
the same time its purpose is somewhat disputable. Thus, in addition to existing ones, the new —
united territorial communities are established with own budgets, to which the funds are allocated
directly from State Budget of Ukraine. According to P. 3 Art. 5 in Budget Code of Ukraine the
budget system will be added with the new component — budgets of united territorial communities.

The Ex-Prime-Minister of Ukraine V. B. Hroisman in Report about work of Cabinet of
Ministers for 2017 and in main directions for reforms in 2018 emphasized that the top-priority, in
particular, is «the formation of new quality in state management with maximum use of digital
infrastructure, extension of decentralization and purpose-oriented and efficient orientation and use
of state resources, first of all budget funds — due to advanced budget programs, among which the
program «Affordable medicines» and the land, which is transferred into possession of united
territorial communities». At present moment almost 700 communities are established. That is to
say, the issue about different regional autonomies may be accentuated in the very near future.

Bringing the regional self-government to independent level under conditions of instability in
political and financial situation in the country may in the perspective have the negative
consequences (in particular, we mean the artificial accumulation of «desire» to receive the
autonomy by some regions»). Now, vice versa, it is necessary to reinforce the influence of state.
Only after proscription of Russian occupational power from Ukrainian land we should consider the
issue about renewal of local and regional self-government. The united territorial communities in
present realities may play not the best role in consolidation of Ukrainian nationhood.

When the solution of all affairs in the state depends on state authorities and head of the state,
so, this is a totalitarian country; if the issues are solved at the local level and the prescriptions of law
are not always hereby followed to, so, this is anarchy already. In this connection, it is necessary to
define the limits for decentralization of power, so that such processes would not influence on
territorial integrity of the country and hereby the local self-government would be efficient.
Unfortunately, now the issues about such limits for decentralization of power remain without
legislative answer. Moreover, the present realities testify to reverse side of decentralization — we
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mean the absence of control for activity of local self-government in Ukraine, in particular, in
occupied territories.

Let’s mention that the processes for enlargement of basic level in administrative territorial
system have taken place in all European countries. Starting since the 50-ies in the XX century the
total number of local self-governments in Europe has reduced almost by 40 thousands. Such
countries as Lithuania, Sweden and Denmark have reduced the number of local self-governments
by 80%, Great Britain — by 77%. Germany in its time has reduced the number of communities by
half. As a result from reforms during the 60-70-ies in the XX century the small communities were
either united into larger units, or grouped into associations of municipalities under joint
management. The governments in countries of Northern Europe were the first ones, which took the
decisions about enlargement of territorial units to the sizes that are optimal for implementation of
governmental social programs. This was made to balance the purposes for economical efficiency in
rendering the public services and in provision with democracy at local level that is for participation
of community in management. Theoretically the economical benefits are increased with increase in
size of community thanks to the effect of scale; however, the level of community influence of
decision taking is reduced. In this connection, the ambiguous results from experience in unity of
territorial communities are stated [23]. In total for the period since 1950 the total number of local
self-governments in Europe has significantly reduced almost by 40 thousands that are stipulated
both by urbanization processes and orientation to improvement in efficiency for provision with
public services (benefits) at local level. Such tendency was launched in countries of northern
Europe, which governments were the first ones that took the decisions about enlargement of
territorial units to the sizes, which are optimal for implementation of governmental social programs
[10, p. 9].

The movement of local development was activated in France in the 1970-ies. During 1982—
1986 France took over 40 laws, directed to decentralization. The main purpose of reform was to
modernize the administrative system through improvement in its ability to react to daily needs of
population and to assist to implementation of local projects for economical development. The Law
1982 «About Rights and Freedoms of Communities, Departments and Regions» anticipated the
competence for decentralized level of government in the sphere of economics. The driving force of
reform was the economical interests and relations that were gradually developed at local level... It
is important to mention that the success of French decentralization became possible thanks to
consensus of political leaders and approval of reform by citizens; the decentralized levels of
management acquired the larger autonomy and became more responsible for their actions and
rendering the public services to population became more efficient» [24, p. 17].

The processes for enlargement of territorial communities and assignment of reliable sources
of proceeds for them were also activated in Denmark since 2007. In particular, the number of
communities has reduced from 271 to 98, and their size has significantly been increased — almost
75% of communities with the population of over 30 thousands, and the average number exceeds 50
thousands persons. Besides, the enlargement involved the regions — from 14 to 5 with population
of 0.6—1.6 millions persons that allowed them being included into group of regions at NUTS-2
level and, accordingly, becoming the objects of EU regional policy (EU unity policy). In general
65% from all budget expenditures are financed from local budgets, hereby 53% — from budgets of
local self-governments, and only 12% — from regional ones [10, p. 9—10].

Two generalized schemes for unity of territorial communities are distinguished in countries
of Europe: Northern European, within which the large municipalities were formed (for example, in
Sweden, England) and Southern European — with unity of communities in relatively small
municipalities (for example, in France, Italy). Thus the average size of community in Sweden is 34
thousands residents, in Denmark — 55 thousands, in England — 120 thousands. In some lands in
Germany the reforms caused to increase in the average size of municipality up to 45 thousands
residents. France is the leader in Europe due to the number of local self-governments (it has over 36
thousands and the number of population in most of them does not exceed 2 thousands). It is
necessary to mention that the territorial reforms on significant enlargement of municipalities in
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most countries of Europe were officially voluntary as it is announced in Ukraine. However, in fact,
the degree of free will was not very high, and the territorial reforms were implemented with
significant compulsory component. As a rule, the commissions, which prepared the
recommendations for establishment of the new territorial format in system of local self-government,
were established at the level of government [23, p. 12]. Such experience in «voluntary compulsory»
unity of communities shall be studied in Ukraine and be avoided.

The essential thought is that «it is not worthy idealizing European or world experience,
taking the advice and recommendations of foreign experts at their face value as EU in general and
its member-states in particular (as other countries all over the world) are in permanent condition of
development almost in all spheres of public life» [23, p. 7]. Experience is an experiment that may
have both positive and negative manifestations. Our state shall not be a «laboratory rat». Although
all that happens now is the testimony to the fact that Ukraine unfortunately is such «rat» to some
extent.

So, one can notice that what is now in Ukraine presented as «decentralization» took place in
European states almost 70 years ago. In this connection, the actuality of national decentralization as
the one, which is based on European experience, may be considered as rather disputable, as these
processes have different historical roots.

It is considered that among others the important prerequisites for successful implementation
of European decentralization phenomena and efficient managements in system of decentralized
power are [24, p. 14]:

¢ Consolidation of principle for rule of law (this principle was proclaimed in Art. 8 in
Constitution of Ukraine still in 1996: «the principle for rule of law is acknowledged and acts in
Ukraine»);

o Acknowledgment and guarantees of local self-government (according to Art. 2 in Law of
Ukraine «About Local Self-Government in Ukraine» the local self-government in Ukraine is the
right, guarantied by state, and the real capability of territorial community — residents of village or
voluntary unity of residents from some villages into village community, of settlement, city — on
their own or under responsibility of authorities and officials of local self-government, to solve the
issues of local importance within the Constitution and laws of Ukraine. So to say, the local self-
government in our state is acknowledged, guarantied and supported);

e Equal legal protection for all patterns of ownership (according to S. 5 Art. 116 in
Constitution of Ukraine the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine provides with the equal conditions for
development of all patterns of ownership);

e Democratic and efficient electoral legislation (in general at present moment the laws about
election of people’s deputies of Ukraine, President of Ukraine, deputies of local councils, etc. are
adopted. The problem is that each new convocation of Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine at once from the
beginning of its work starts actively preparing for new election and thus proposes not the changes
but the new laws about election. This, in its turn, contradicts to the criterion for efficiency of
electoral legislation);

¢ Independence, efficiency, accessibility and transparence of judicial system, functioning
the institutes of administrative legal proceedings (in general, the issues about judicial system,
judicial power in Ukraine are today very critical; the reform of judicial power lasts — the process
for formation of Supreme Court of Ukraine, other courts through open competitive selection was
unprecedented in the country),

¢ Developed public sector or stable tendency to its development (we mean the community of
active members. Ukraine has the problem in this relation as there are enough active members,
however some of them defend the civil, public interests at their own will, and the defense of such
interests for others is the part of work as they are engaged into it for remuneration and not due to the
call of the soul, heart, etc.);

e Perfect budget process and high financial discipline (the issues of budget process are
rather well regulated at the legislative level; as it concerns the observance and implementation of
appropriate norms — this is already the question to officials, all subjects of budget legal relations.
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Until Ukraine is at the head of anti-rating for the most corrupted countries in Europe, we cannot
speak about any high financial discipline);

¢ Available adequate social standards (the Law of Ukraine «About State Social Standards and
State Social Guarantees» was adopted in 2000. According to Art. 1 in Law the state social standards
are the social norms and regulations, established by laws, other regulatory legal acts (indices for
necessary consumption of food products, non-food products and services and provision with
educational, medical, housing and public utility, social cultural services) or their complex, based on
which the levels of main state social guarantees are defined. According to Art. 6 in Law the basic state
social standard is the minimum subsistence level, established by law, on which basis the state social
guarantees and standards in spheres of public incomes, housing and public utility, household, social
cultural service, health care and education are defined. The state social standards and regulations are
established in order 1) to define the mechanism for implementation of social rights and state social
guarantees to citizens, determined by Constitution of Ukraine; 2) to define the priorities in state social
policy for provision of human needs in material benefits and services and financial resources for their
implementation; 3) to define and to ground the sizes for expenditures from State Budget of Ukraine,
budget of Crimean Autonomous Republic and local budgets, social funds for social protection and
provision of population and maintenance of social sphere. Besides, the sizes of the main social
guarantees are determined pursuant to social standards: sizes of salary and retirement pension, other
kinds of social payouts and assistance. The state social standards are compulsorily considered while
designing the program of economical and social development (Art. 2 in Law). Table 1 «State social
standards» contains the sizes for minimum subsistence level in 2017 and 2018.

Table 1
State social standards (UAH)
2017 2018

since . since since since since .

Lo1 | Smee LOS 1y g L12 | Lol 106 | Sinee 112
Minimum subsistence level (MSL) | ;5 1624 1624 | 1700 | 1700 1777 1853
per one month for one person
For children under 6 years 1355 1426 1426 | 1492 | 1492 1559 1626
For children from 6 to 18 years 1689 1777 1777 | 1860 | 1860 1944 2027
For able o work persons 1600 1684 1684 | 1762 | 1762 1841 1921
For persons, who lost their working |, 1 1312 1312 | 1373 | 1373 1435 1497
capacity
Minimum salary 3200 3200 3200 | 3200 | 3723 3723 3723

H 0
(in 9 to MSL. for able to work 200,0 190,0 1900 | 1816 | 2113 | 2022 193,8
persons)
Minimum pension 1247 1312 1452 | 1452 | 1452 1452 1497
H 0
(in 9 o MSL for persons, who lost |15, 100,0 1107 | 1058 | 1058 | 1012 100,0
working capacity)
Sourse: [1].

As it can be seen, the increase in minimum subsistence level and minimum pension takes
place for some times during a year. However, the increase in social standards at the background of
general social decay of citizens is subtle, especially for representatives of disadvantaged population.

Taking into consideration the abovementioned facts, Ukraine has all prerequisites and
conditions for successful decentralization. At the same time, the real situation and delay of
appropriate processes in time testifies to the fact that not the prerequisites for decentralization, fixed
at the legislative level, are of larger importance in our state but their practical implementation

We think that the prerequisites for performance of successful decentralization are the
improvement in managerial efficiency of local self-government (these authorities shall be capable
and interested in taking decisions that in fact may be fulfilled);, preparation and involvement of
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highly skilled staff; cooperation between public authorities at all levels pursuant to equal
conditions; provision with control over taking and fulfilling the decisions by self-governments.

Conclusions. Summing up the abovementioned, we will mention the following. The
decentralization of power for Ukraine was a call of the times in the 90-ies of the XX century. And
in the XXI century the decentralization of power hides the aspiration of powerful subjects to receive
more power, to obtain easier access to state funds. Declaring the interests of territorial communities,
as well as the aspiration for solution of problems, being common with neighboring communities as
the purpose of decentralization is only the shielding what Ukrainians do not want to hear, what
cannot be announced as this will contradict to course of Ukraine to European integration, will
contradict to the struggle against corruption, announced in the state. Besides, we think that the steps
in reformation for local level of power under crisis conditions are very untimely as this may
provoke the ungovernability of certain territorial communities.
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